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https://www.firstpresportland.org/2020/fpc-advent-christmas/

Prelude
Welcome
Prayer for Christmas Eve
Great God, as you came at night when all was still,
so enter our lives this night.
Shine through the darkness of these days
with the light of Christ’s presence
that we may take hope and heart,
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Carol #140

Once in Royal David’s City
(the congregation is invited to join in singing stanzas 3 and 4)

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ, her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.
Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; day by day like us he grew;
he was little, weak and helpless; tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

irby

Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

Rev. Brenna Dykman

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.
Anthem

Unto Us Is Born a Son Piae Cantiones (1582) / arr. David Willcocks
Unto us is born a Son, King of quires supernal:
see on earth his life begun, of lords the Lord eternal.
Christ, from heaven descending low, comes on earth a stranger;
ox and ass their owner know, becradled in the manger.
This did Herod sore affray, and grievously bewilder,
so he gave the word to slay, and slew the little childer.
Of his love and mercy mild this the Christmas story;
and O that Mary’s gentle child might lead us up to glory!
O and A, and A and O, cum cantibus in choro,
let our merry organ go, benedicamus Domino.

Second Lesson

Isaiah 11:1–4a, 6–9

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
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Rev. Zane Buxton

Carol #108

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

divinum mysterium

(the congregation is invited to join in singing stanzas 3 through 6)
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega; he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore!
By his Word was all created; he commanded; it was done:
heaven and earth and depths of ocean, universe of three in one,
all that sees the moon’s soft shining, all that breathes beneath the sun,
evermore and evermore!

O, that birth forever blessed when the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race,
and the babe, the world’s Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore!
This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord,
whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word.
Now he shines, the long-expected. Let creation praise its Lord,
evermore and evermore!
O ye heights of heaven, adore him. Angel hosts, his praises sing.
Powers, dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent; every voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore!
Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be.
Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory,
evermore and evermore! Amen.
Third Lesson

Luke 1:26-35, 38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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Kendra Hilty

Anthem

Gabriel to Mary Came 14th-century Irish carol /arr.DavidWillcocks
Gabriel to Mary came, and entered at her dwelling
with his salutation glad her maiden fears dispelling,
‘All hail, thou queen of virgins bright!
God, Lord of earth and heaven’s height,
thy very Son shall soon be born in pureness, the Savior of all kind.
Thou art the gate of heaven bright, the sinners’ healer kind.’
‘How could I a mother be that am to man a stranger?
How should I my strong resolve, my solemn vows endanger?’
‘Power from the Holy Ghost on high shall bring to pass this mystery.
Then have no fear: be of good cheer, believing that still thy chastity
in God’s almighty keeping shall all unsullied be.’
Then to him the maid replied, with noble mien supernal,
‘Lo! the humble handmaid I of God the Lord eternal!
With thee, bright messenger of heaven,
by whom this wondrous news is given,
I well agree and long to see fulfilled thy gracious prophecy.
As God my Lord doth will it, so be it unto me!’
Hail! thou Mother of the Lord, who bring’st of gifts the rarest,
peace to angels and to all, when Christ the Lord thou barest!
Do thou, we pray, entreat thy son for us our longed redemption
himself to win, and from our sin release us; his succor for to give,
that, when we hence are taken, we too in heaven may live.

Fourth Lesson

Luke 2:1-7

Bruce Felix

Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

Carol #115

Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
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Fifth Lesson

Luke 2:8-16

Sue Miller

The shepherds go to the manger.

Anthem

See amid the Winter’s Snow

Sarah Rodgers

See amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below,
see the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years.
Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime, sits among the cherubim!
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! Hail redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Say, ye holy shepherds, say: What your joyful news today?
Wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep?
“As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light;
angels singing, ‘Peace on Earth,’ told us of the Savior’s birth.”
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! Hail redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Sacred Infant, all divine, what a tender love was thine,
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this!
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! Hail redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: Christ is born in Bethlehem.
— Edward Caswall, 1858

(Madeline Ross and Leah Papay, soloists)

Meditation

Rev. Audrey Schindler

Carol #132
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
in dulci jubilo
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
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Sixth Lesson

Matthew 2:1-11

Rev. Spencer Parks

The Magi are led by the star to Jesus.

Invitation to Offering
Offertory

No Small Wonder

Paul Edwards

Small wonder the star, small wonder the light,
the angels in chorus, the shepherds in fright;
but stable and manger for God – no small wonder!
Small wonder the kings, small wonder they bore
the gold and the incense, the myrrh, to adore;
but God gives his life on a cross – no small wonder!
Small wonder the love, small wonder the grace,
the power, the glory, the light of his face;
but all to redeem my poor heart – no small wonder!
— Paul Wigmore, 1983

Seventh Lesson

John 1:1-5, 9-14

Rev. Audrey Schindler

John unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation.

Carol #122

Silent Night, Holy Night!

stille nacht

The Christ candle is lit.

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
’round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!”
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.
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Prayer of Adoration
God of love,
you make this holy night radiant
with the splendor of Jesus Christ our light.
We welcome him as Lord, true light of the world.
Make us people of this light,
that we may bring your life to the waiting world.
Bring us to eternal joy in heaven
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit
one God, forever and ever. Alleluia! Amen.
Carol #133

O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!

adeste fideles

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
True God from true God, Light from light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
very God, begotten, not created! Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! Refrain
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Prayer
Blessing and Charge
…be upon you and remain with you always.
Alleluia!
Go forth in peace and joy.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
Postlude

Fantasia on In dulci jubilo, BWV 729

Johann Sebastian Bach

We are so glad you joined in virtual services tonight!
Our usual Sunday services are at 10:30 am, and you are warmly invited to join in worship.
https://www.firstpresportland.org/church-life/worship-services/
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Holiday
Poinsettias
Given in Memory of:

By:

Gail Achterman
Abigail A. Adeniyi
Nancy Aldrich
Jill Behrman
Monte Brooks
Martha Brooks
Loretta C. Bulkley
Rev. Robert D. Bulkley, Sr.
Richard Butler
Anna Carpenter
Dr. Edd W. Crawford
Mary E. Crawford
Warren, Edna, Sharon &
Robert Everson
Paul Felix

Sharon Ziel
Grace Babatunde
Greg & Susan Aldrich
Kathy Withycombe
MaryKay West
MaryKay West
Jeane Iles
Jeane Iles
Richard Lee
Vince Carpenter
Jeanne Bradley
Jeanne Bradley
Jon & Sally Bates

Malcolm & Nancy Fifield
George Floyd
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fogelquist
Kelly Forrester
Florence E. Green
Rev. G. Henry Green D.D.
Henry & Muriel Hortenstine
Mildred Icenogle
John & Mae Killen
Betty Jo Lee
Keith Lee
Erich W. Merrill, Sr.
James & Mildred Millington
Bob & Sara Naden
Harriet & J. Lauren Naden
Virginia Naden
Doris Patterson
Kathy Patterson
Rev. Wilbur Patterson
Linda Pedigo
Ted J. Peterson
Mark Schindler
Norm Schindler
Jo Schmidt
Mary & Bruce Schumann
Margaret R. Shaw
Kenneth W. Shaw
Ann & John Smeaton
Minnie & David Smeaton
Max & Alice Snodderly
Irma Merrill Stafford
Morgan West

Trudy Felix, Audrey
Schindler & Bruce Felix
Lisa & Steve Snodderly
Richard Lee
Ross Fogelquist
Marie Forrester
John Green
John Green
John, Sara & Katie
Hortenstine
Jan & Dave Halsey
Tim & Linda Killen
Jerry & Sally Fish
Richard Lee
Erich & Laura Merrill
Sharon Ziel
Kathy Withycombe
Kathy Withycombe
Kathy Withycombe
Jim Patterson
Jim Patterson
Jim Patterson
Kelly Farrell-Oliverson
Brenda J. Peterson
Audrey Schindler, Lynn
Schindler & Bruce Felix
Lynn Schindler, Audrey
Schindler & Bruce Felix
Tim & Linda Killen
Janet & David Leatherwood
Chuck Shaw
Chuck Shaw
Janet & David Leatherwood
Janet & David Leatherwood
Lisa & Steve Snodderly
Erich & Laura Merrill
MaryKay West

Given in Memory of:

By:

Gov. & Mrs. James Withycombe
Jim Withycombe
Jody Withycombe
Sue & Harry Withycombe
Tom Withycombe
Eleanore Ziel
Theodore & Patricia Ziel
Erin Ziel

Kathy Withycombe
Kathy Withycombe
Kathy Withycombe
Kathy Withycombe
Kathy Withycombe
Sharon Ziel
Sharon Ziel
Sharon Ziel

Holiday
Poinsettias
Given in Honor of:

By:

Suellen Bergdorf
Amy Jo Butler
Victoria DuCharme
Pastor Brenna Dykman
The Bates, Paramore &
Everson Families
Madison Farrell

Erich & Laura Merrill
Richard Lee
Christy DuCharme
Melissa Dailey
Jon & Sally Bates

Connor Farrell
Avery Lise Fish
Pauline Merrill Foster &
Chris Foster
Carl Hammond
Janet Hastings
Robert Hastings
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Nancy & Marlin Icenogle
Maxine Lee
Carolyn & Mac McCall
Lois G. Peterson
Rosemary Pullin
Rev. Audrey Schindler
Jack Schmidt
Carolyn & Willard Shively
Laurna & Willard Shively
Ann, Max, & Lydia Snodderly
The Pastoral Staff
James Stafford
Irma Merrill Stratton
Pete & Bonnie Taylor
Norma Welty
Jackie West
Kathy Withycombe

Erik Oliverson & Kelly
Farrell-Oliverson
Erik Oliverson & Kelly
Farrell-Oliverson
Jerry & Sally Fish
Erich & Laura Merrill
Jean & Walt Meihoff
Paul Hastings, Susan
Tiscornia & Melissa Dailey
Paul Hastings, Susan
Tiscornia & Melissa Dailey
Jan & Dave Halsey
Richard Lee
Willard & Laurna Shively
Brenda J. Peterson
Willard & Laurna Shively
Tim & Linda Killen
Tim & Linda Killen
Willard & Laurna Shively
Kathy Withycombe
Steve & Lisa Snodderly
Tom & Sue Moore
Erich & Laura Merrill
Erich & Laura Merrill
Willard & Laurna Shively
Willard & Laurna Shively
MaryKay West
Willard & Laurna Shively

Worship Leaders
Rev. Dr. Audrey Schindler, Pastor
Rev. Dr. Spencer Parks, Associate Pastor
Rev. Brenna Dykman, Interim Associate Pastor
Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministries
Singers – Paul Butler, Chelsea Janzen, Gregory McMahon, Leah Papay, Madeline Ross
A/V Technicians – Erich Merrill & Chris Nilson
Christ Candle Lighters – The Foley Family
Thanks to sexton Bill Edwards, and those helping with the service streaming tonight Erich Merrill & Chris Nilson,
as well as to our musicians for their part in the celebration of Christmas Eve in this extraordinary season!

Christmas Eve Special Offering
First Presbyterian Church is grateful for your support, which has helped the church to be light and
hope in downtown Portland for over 165 years. In response to needs in the city around us, tonight’s
offerings which are not otherwise designated, will be shared equally between the church and:
Northeast Emergency Food Program, which meets the urgent food and clothing needs of our
metro area neighbors from across the tri-county region of northwest Oregon and southwest
Washington. They help those who are experiencing housing insecurity and those who are
undocumented, families with children, the unemployed, people with special needs, immigrants and
refugees and people experiencing crisis. FPC has a volunteer team serving regularly at this site;
please contact the church office at (503) 228-7331 to come, serve with us!
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