
January 31, 2021
Fourth Sunday       
after EpiphanyThe Gathering

  Prelude                        Beauty of Grace                      Thad Fiscella

  Welcome and Announcements                                                                         

  Introit                                        Our Darkness                 Jacques Berthier / Taizé       
Our darkness is never darkness in your sight:

the deepest night is clear as the daylight.

(Paul Butler, Chelsea Janzen, Greg McMahon, Madeline Ross)

  Call to Worship                                                            
Praise the LORD!

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.

Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them.
God sent redemption to the people;

God has commanded a covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is God’s name.

  Prayer of the Day (Unison)                                            
Holy God,
you confounded the world’s wisdom by giving your kingdom 
to the lowly and pure in heart.
Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice 
and perseverance in striving for peace,
that by our words and deeds the world may see the promise of your kingdom,
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.  Amen.
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  Hymn #662             Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies              ratisbon

  Invitation to Confession                                                   

  Prayer of Confession (Unison)                   
O Lord, 
you call us to work for a world where all will be fed and have dignity,
but we find ourselves distracted by our own desires.
You call us to seek justice and peace,
but we are satisfied with injustice and discord.
You call us to bring liberty to the oppressed,
but we do not insist on freedom for all.
Forgive us, O Lord.
Turn us to your will by the power of your Spirit,
so that all may know your justice and peace;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior.  Amen.

Our prayers continue in silence.

  Lord Have Mercy                                                     

Healey Willan, 1928

  Assurance of Pardon                                                
Hear the good news!
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name; you are mine.
God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth!
By the Grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!

  Response of Praise                                                                 lauda anima
 With the saints we lift our voices, God of power, God of might.
All creation shines with glory, singing praises day and night:

alleluia, alleluia, holy, holy, holy light.

Text: © 2011 by David Gambrell  Tune: LAUDA ANIMA, 8.7.8.7.8.7; John Goss, 1869

Lord, have mer cy- up on- us. Christ, have mer cy- up-


             

on- us. Lord, have mer cy- up on- us.
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  Sharing the Peace                                                            
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, we are also to forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you!
Please take a moment to be thankful for God’s peace.

The Word

  The Children’s Moment                                                                                                

  Prayer for Illumination                                                      

  First Scripture Reading   Deuteronomy 18:15-20   Pew Bible, pg. 174 (OT)
The Word of the Lord.                                                      

Thanks be to God.  

  Anthem                 We Sing to You, O God              Richard Proulx
We sing to you, O God, the Rock who gave us birth,

let our rejoicing sing your name in all the earth.
To you, O God, let songs be raised, in joyful hymns, our feast of praise.

We wandered far from home out in a desert land,
you shielded with your love our fearful pilgrim band.

You kept us safe within your arms and sheltered us against the storm.

You bear us through the world, an eagle to her young,
who rises on her wings and bears us toward the sun.

We ride the vaults of light and air and trust in your unfailing care.

O God, eternal God, we hide within your wings,
the everlasting arms to whom our praises ring.

Your word is true, your way is just, you are the God in whom we trust.
— Gracia Grindal, 1985 (rev. 1989)

  Second Scripture Reading      Mark 1:21-28           Pew Bible, pg. 35 (NT)
The Gospel of the Lord.                                                      

Praise to you, O Christ.   

  Sermon                   “Speaking with Authority”         Rev. Spencer Parks
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  Hymn                           All Authority and Power            westminster abbey

Text: Christopher Idle, 1971 © 1973 by Hope Publishing Company
Tune: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, 8.7.8.7.8.7; Henry Purcell, c. 1680; adapt. Ernest Hawkins, 1843

  Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                           from Colossians 1:15-20
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;
for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers
—all things have been created through him and for him.
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, 
so that he might come to have first place in everything.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, 
by making peace through the blood of his cross.

4. All the time he will be with us, al ways,- to the
3. All the clear com mands- of Je sus- must be heed ed-
2. All the na tions- owe him wor ship;- ev ery- tongue shall
1. All au thor- i- ty- and pow er,- ev ery- sta tus-


              

end of days with his own be liev- ing- peo ple-
and o beyed;- full pro vi- sion- for our wea kness-
call him Lord. How are they to call up on- him
and do main- now be longs- to him who suf fered-



          

who keep stead fast- in his ways. God the Fa ther,-
in his teach ing- he has made: in the gos pel-
if his name they have not heard? There fore- go and

our re demp- tion- to ob tain;- an gels,- de mons,-


    

          

Son and Spir it- bless us– and to God be praise!
words and sym bols- sav ing- truth to us con veyed.-
make dis ci- ples,- preach his gos pel,- spread his word.
kings and ru lers- o ver- all shall Je sus- reign!
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  Offertory              Silence! Frenzied, Unclean Spirit                 Carol Doran
“Silence! Frenzied, unclean spirit,” cried God’s healing, Holy One.

“Cease your ranting!  Flesh can’t bear it.  Flee as night before the sun.”
At Christ’s voice the demon trembled, from its victim madly rushed,

while the crowd that was assembled stood in wonder, stunned, and hushed.

Lord, the demons still are thriving in the gray cells of the mind:
tyrant voices, shrill and driving, twisted thoughts that grip and bind,

doubts that stir the heart to panic, fears distorting reason’s sight,
guilt that makes our loving frantic, dreams that cloud the soul with fright.

Silence, Lord, the unclean spirit, in our mind and in our heart.
Speak your word that when we hear it all our demons shall depart.

Clear our thought and calm our feeling; still the fractured, warring soul.
By the power of your healing make us faithful, true, and whole.

— Thomas H. Troeger, 1984

Thank you for your support of the church and Christ’s ongoing ministry.  You may give through 
the church website (at this link: firstpresportland.ccbchurch.com/goto/giving) or mail your check 

to the church office: 1200 SW Alder St., Portland, OR 97205.

  Doxology                                                                                                                                               old hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.

Text: © 1990 by Neil Weatherhogg     Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH, LM; Genevan Psalter, 1551

  Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

  The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

The Sending

  Hymn #610              O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                        azmon

    Benediction

  Postlude                        Scherzo                          Alan Ridout 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706706.
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We join in holding in prayer:                                                                                                                       
Liz Dean, Ed & Janice Gehrig, Herb Grose, Carl Hammond,                                                                       
David Hall (caringbridge.org/visit/wdhall), Bob Hastings, Fran Hermanson,                                                                                                              
Anna Myers, Pete Taylor, and others facing illness and loss.
If you would like your name added to the prayer section of the weekly bulletin, or confidential prayers,   
please contact the church office at office@firstpresportland.org or by phone at (503) 228-7331.  

Prayers of
the People

This morning, the sanctuary flowers are given in honor                                                 
of the Bates, Paramore and Everson families by Sally and Jon Bates.

Our prayers are with the family of Margery Van Deusen, as they mourn her 
passing.  “Blessed are they that die in the Lord.”

Sanctuary
Flowers

In Memoriam

Rev. Dr. Spencer Parks, Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. Audrey Schindler, Pastor
Rev. Brenna Dykman, Interim Associate Pastor
Rev. Carmen Goetschius, Parish Associate
Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministries
Jon Bates, Lector

Worship
L eaders

Announcements

Join Us Virtually For Coffee Fellowship Today!
Join in Virtual Coffee Fellowship today from 11:30 am 
to 12:30 pm.  We look forward to seeing you, dial in 
to say hello!  Join this “Zoom Meeting" by using this 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88436962691

Tuesday Women's Book Club 
The Tuesday Women’s Book Club will meet via Zoom 
on Tuesday, February 2nd at 11 am.  Suellen Bergdorf 
will present the book, American Dirt by Jeanine 
Cummins.  This novel is about the ordeal of a Mexican 
woman who leaves behind her life as a bookseller to 
escape from cartel-related violence.  She and her son 
became undocumented immigrants as they fled to 
the United States.  You will be receiving a Zoom invite 
from Jan Mittlestaedt, our Zoom hostess later this 
month.  Jean Meihoff will chair the February meeting. 
Want to join us?  Please contact Marilyn Weber at: 
schatzimlw@gmail.com

Sanctuary Flowers
A few spaces are currently available on the 2021 
calendar: February 28th, April 25th and October 31st.  
If you are interested in honoring your loved ones, 
please contact Gail in the church office at (503) 228-
7331 or via email at office@firstpresportland.org

Celebration Works Concert 
We hope you’ll join us for the remaining virtual 
concerts of the 2020-21 season.  Follow this link to 
find the concert program, streaming link, and more: 
www.firstpresportland.org/music-arts/celebration-works 
Nevertheless, She Persisted: a concert of early music 
by and about women
February 6th at 2 pm & February 7th at 2 pm
Join sopranos Madeline Ross and Christine Johnson, 
violist da gamba Adaiha MacAdam-Somer, and 
harpsichordist Hannah Brewer as they share stories 
of brave vulnerable women and how they persisted. 
This concert is presented in partnership with Rose 
Haven, the only day shelter and community center 
serving women, children, and marginalized genders 
in Portland.  Learn more about Rose Haven’s work at 
www.RoseHaven.org

Video Discussions: Reading Hope for Trying Times 
Join us as we learn and listen to leading Christian 
authors on the topic “Reading Hope for Trying Times.”  
We will watch a short video and then reflect together 
as a group.  In our first week we will be listening to 
Barbara Brown Taylor. Classes are Sunday, February, 
7th & 14th, 9-10 am.  
Zoom Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88983221001

mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Prayers%20for%20the%20People
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88436962691
mailto:infodesk%40firstpresportland.org?subject=Book%20Club
mailto:office%40firstpresportland.org?subject=Sanctuary%20Flowers
https://www.firstpresportland.org/music-arts/celebration-works/
http://www.RoseHaven.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88983221001
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Announcements

Lenten Spiritual Practice Cohorts
FPC is offering a different way to experience Lent this 
year with a spiritual practice cohort.  Participants 
in the cohorts will learn to cultivate resilient faith, 
authentic connections, and grow a deeper connection 
with God by engaging in different forms of ancient 
and modern spiritual practices.  Our themes will be: 
Journaling - Anam Cara (Soul Friends), Thresholds - 
Blessings, Landscape as Theophany (God revealed 
through nature) & Paradox.  Cohorts will be offered 
during the six Tuesdays of Lent from 9-10 am & 6-7 
pm, (beginning on Sunday, February 21st).  Space is 
limited to 12 persons per cohort, available on a first- 
come, first-served basis.  For more information or to 
register for a cohort, please e-mail Pastor Brenna at 
bdykman@firstpresportland.org

Down Town Collective’s February Youth Group  
Both Middle school and High school age youth are 
invited to our February DTC youth group on the first 
Sunday of Lent, Sunday, February 21st at 7 pm. We 
will be focusing on learning more about what Lent is 
and why we observe it. Of course, we will have time 
for fellowship and games!  Zoom Link here: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/85474427894

Mark Your Calendar!  Annual PWM Meeting
The Annual PWM meeting will take place on Sunday, 
February 21st at noon via zoom (details to come).  
The purpose of the meeting is to vote for a slate of 
officers, adopt an annual budget and report on the 
updates to the Whitman Room.  Plans for 2021 will be 
shared as well.  Every woman is invited and welcome.  
Questions?  Please contact Ann Walsh ann.walsh@
gmail.com or Kelly Farrell-Oliverson krfopdx@gmail.
com

Emergency Food Closet for Alder House Donations
The Emergency Food Closet for Alder House is up and 
running and we are getting to know and serve our 
neighbors. We are currently in need shampoo and 
conditioner. To drop off or coordinate a donations 
pick up, please contact Pastor Brenna at bdykman@
firstpresportland.org

Fair Trade Products For Sale 
Enjoy your favorite fair trade products again but at 
cost! Nabali olive oils are $16/bottle. Jenin is $26/tin. 
Tapenades are $8, couscous is $5/box, and Za’atar is 
$2.75/box. All coffees are $10/lb. And all chocolates 
are $2.75/bar! This Fair Trade sale will continue until 
all products are sold. Please contact Rev. Brenna 
bdykman@firstpresportland.org to submit your order, 
arrange a socially distanced pick-up or delivery. No 
Internet? Please call Gail in the church office at (503) 
228-7331 T-F. Thank you for supporting Fair Trade!

The 2020 Per Capita Apportionment is $36.50
The per capita is based on the FPC membership roll 
number; please consider a gift 
to help offset this amount.  Thank you!

Share in Worship, Schedule as a Reader
If you have a strong voice and would like to read 
Scripture on a Sunday, please contact Kim Hill 
publications@firstpresportland.org to schedule to be 
an in-person reader.

Open Circle Support for the Rose Haven Shelter
The Rose Haven Day Shelter for Women and Children 
thanks FPC members of FPC for their recent donations 
of so many urgently needed items.  Rose Haven direct 
donation hours are from 1-3 pm, Monday through 
Thursday.  They are located at 627 NW 18th Ave.  Visit 
their website at rosehaven.org for top needed items 
that are updated weekly.  Questions?  Please contact 
Cindy Finch cindyloufinch@yahoo.com

“Ukulele for Absolute Beginners” with Kate Power
Pick a Tuesday: February 2nd, 8th, 15th or 22nd at 
noon Pacific Time.  Play uke and sing songs from first 
strum. All you need is a ukulele and the will.  This online 
one-session, one-hour class is designed to get adults 
off to a great start with a fun, accessible instrument. 
Longtime Portland favorites Kate Power and Steve 
Einhorn have taught thousands of people to play with 
this lighthearted method.  Give it a try!  Learn more 
here: https://menucha.org/programs/ukalaliens

Pocket Sketching with Kath Macaulay: February 3rd, 
6th, 10th, 13th and 17th 
Five sessions of 2 hours each from 1 - 3 pm PST.  
Perfect for hiking, biking, sitting in a café or standing 
in line — take your sketching anywhere, whip it out 
in a minute, preserve a memory in 25 minutes or less 
and put away with no clean-up.  Learn enough to play 
for a lifetime!  More information and registration: 
https://menucha.org/programs/pocket-sketching

Reoccurring Classes and Church Resources:
Lectionary Adult Bible Study
Sundays from 9 – 10 am Zoom link: https://zoom.
us/j/92285138816 ID is 922-8513-8816
Tuesday Virtual Scripture Study
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73059586516?pwd=REVX
bEN0OWp4LzFXK2daMW1IUGR4dz09
Meeting ID: 730 5958 6516 & Passcode: 0E6C10
FPC Faith Formation Resource Hub                                    
http://tinyurl.com/fpcfaithformationresources2020
Virtual Vespers & Sermon Archive: 
https://www.firstpresportland.org/church-life/
worship-services/service-live-stream/

mailto:infodesk%40firstpresportland.org?subject=Lenten%20Cohort
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85474427894 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85474427894 
mailto:infodesk%40firstpresportland.org?subject=PWM
mailto:infodesk%40firstpresportland.org?subject=PWM
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=PWM
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=PWM
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Emergency%20Food%20Closet%20Donation
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Emergency%20Food%20Closet%20Donation
mailto:infodesk%40firstpresportland.org?subject=Fair%20Trade
mailto:infodesk%40firstpresportland.org?subject=Reader
http://rosehaven.org
mailto:infodesk%40firstpresportland.org?subject=Rose%20Haven
https://menucha.org/programs/ukalaliens
https://menucha.org/programs/pocket-sketching 
https://zoom.us/j/92285138816
https://zoom.us/j/92285138816
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73059586516?pwd=REVXbEN0OWp4LzFXK2daMW1IUGR4dz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73059586516?pwd=REVXbEN0OWp4LzFXK2daMW1IUGR4dz09
http://tinyurl.com/fpcfaithformationresources2020
https://www.firstpresportland.org/church-life/worship-services/service-live-stream/
https://www.firstpresportland.org/church-life/worship-services/service-live-stream/


Church Office  (503) 228-7331         Menucha  (503) 695-2243 

Pastoral  
 Rev. Dr. Audrey Schindler, Pastor        aschindler@firstpresportland.org
 Rev. Dr. Spencer Parks, Menucha Director, Associate Pastor spencer@menucha.org
 Rev. Brenna Dykman, Interim Associate Pastor  bdykman@firstpresportland.org
 Rev. Carmen Goetschius, Parish Associate   cgoetschius@firstpresportland.org
 Rev. Zane Buxton, Parish Associate    zkbuxton@gmail.com

Music
 Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministries   ghomza@firstpresportland.org

Administration
 Marc Lavender, Church Business Administrator  cba@firstpresportland.org

Principal Church Staff

Vision Statement: 
At First Presbyterian Church, we commit to building faithfully on our 
legacy as a Christ-centered community, serving the spiritual needs of a 
multi-generational congregation, welcoming and accepting all, honor-
ing all voices. Through engaging worship, thoughtful education, warm 
fellowship and caring outreach, we will develop and sustain disciples for 
Christ, serving our neighbors near and far. 

Mission Statement:

Glorifying God,

Proclaiming Christ,

Serving Others

First Presbyterian Church
1200 SW Alder Street Portland, OR 97205

www.firstpresportland.org
Sunday Services online at https://www.firstpresportland.org/church-life/worship-services/

“Christ among the Doctors”
Paolo Veronese c. 1560

mailto:infodesk%40firstpresportland.org?subject=Sunday%20Bulletin
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Sunday%20Bulletin
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Sunday%20Bulletin
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Sunday%20Bulletin
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Sunday%20Bulletin
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Sunday%20Bulletin
mailto:infodesk%40firstpreportland.org?subject=Sunday%20Bulletin
http://www.firstpresportland.org
https://www.firstpresportland.org/church-life/worship-services/
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