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Love Came Down at Christmas
by Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministry

It’s hard to believe that our second “pandemic Christmas”
is in view. I am so thankful that we will be able to gather
in person this year, and hear music offered by our talented
choir, soloists, and instrumentalists.
In thinking about the church’s new mission statement –
“Love God. Love Our Neighbors.” – I am reminded of
one of the simplest yet most profound Christmas hymns,
“Love Came Down at Christmas,” by 19th-century
English poet Christina Rossetti.
Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine;
love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine;
worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign?
Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine;
love to God and neighbor, love for plea and gift and sign.

Thanks to all who joined us for our Annual Meeting!

With all the preoccupations of these days, it can be
difficult to keep God’s two great commandments. Perhaps
this prayer, adapted from Rev. Kathy Brockman, will
help. I wish you and yours every grace and blessing this
Advent, Christmas, and always.
Loving God, as we look toward Christmas,
encourage us to pause and reflect
on the greatest gift you have given to us,
the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Help us to remember that you, O God, are love,
and help us to share that love with our neighbors.
In your name we pray. Amen.

Christmas Eve at
First Presbyterian Church
Friday, December 24
5:00 pm
Children & Family
9:00 pm
Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols
(The 9:00 pm service will be available on our Vimeo
page after 11:00 pm that evening.)

To view the live service:
bit.ly/FPCChristmasEve
To view the archived service:
vimeo.com/firstpresportland

Pastor’s Pen
As we enter the season of Advent this year, while our preparations for

Christmas are overlaid with the continuing challenges of the pandemic, there
are hopeful glimpses of life renewed. We rejoice that this year will allow for
more chances to gather with family, with the chance to gather for worship in
the church’s beautiful sanctuary or take in the Christmas services from home by
streaming.
A few notes from our Felix/Schindler household: we’ve moved from our North
Portland home, and ask that you’d send any correspondence to us c/o the church
at 1200 SW Alder St, Portland, 97205. We’re beginning to build a new house out
near Bald Peak south of Hillsboro, and I’ll plan to commute in from there once
the house is finished, hopefully next summer.
Looking ahead to 2022, Session has approved for me to take some sabbatical leave (deferred during the
pandemic) in January, and then a second block in May-June. (A three-month sabbatical is now part of all
pastoral calls in our Presbytery to help renew pastors for their ministry, and I’ve decided to take this in two
parts to help in continuity for the church in not being away as long at a stretch). It has been a long journey
during the pandemic, and this leave will be a gift. Thank you so much for your encouragement through this
season!
During the sabbatical from December 26 through the end of January, Rev. Brenna Dykman will be our
Acting Head of Staff, and will cover all the parts of this role while I’m away, including fielding emails. We
hope to travel to some places in Oregon that we haven’t had a chance to see, and to have a time of spiritual
reflection, reading and renewal.
As we enter the Advent season of preparing our hearts for Christmas, we hear again the words of hope from
Isaiah which echo in our times:
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them, light has shined.
I hope that this finds you and yours weathering this season well, and that the light and hope of Christ’s
coming at Christmas will shine all the more brightly for you this year!
Blessings for Christmas,
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Shout-out For The Deacons And
Many More!

Menucha’s Baked with Love
Continues through December 15

by Steve Maling

Fall seems to be “show love with
baked goods” season, doesn’t
it? In December, Menucha
is continuing to offer FPC
members a special way to do
this. You can go online to order
cookies, brownies or bread
baked with love at Menucha to
enjoy in your own home or give
as gifts. The types of cookies and bread vary each week
and our fantastic brownies are always on the menu.
Everything freezes well.

The Psalms make clear that prayers for help are not
complete without a “prayer report” on how things are
going, such as praise or “still waiting”. This “prayer
report” is to celebrate our Deacons, Stephen Ministers
and siblings in faith through whom God sustained us in
Steve’s back-to-back summer pneumonia and extended
recuperation from day surgery. Our hope is that our
experience will encourage you to avail yourself of their
ministry.
Sometimes church members hesitate to accept, let alone
ask for a hand. Fifty years ago, an active member of our
congregation outside Buffalo, NY, said, “Pastor Steve,
our goal is for you to become a ‘gracious receiver.” Last
summer, I helped a male with roots in Maine overcome
a stubborn insistence that he always be the helper, never
the helped. We thank God for so much help now that
Donna seldom drives. She, however, took only 30 years
to accept a Stephen Minister in another congregation
after surviving an attempted armed robbery in her
workplace.

Order at: Menucha.org/Baked-With-Love
Place your order on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday or
Wednesday by 4:00 pm and get it on Sunday after
worship at the FPC kitchen.
• Order Nov. 28 – Dec. 1 for pick-up on Sunday, Dec. 5.
• Order Dec. 5-8 for pick-up on Sunday, Dec. 12.
• Order Dec. 12 – 15 for pick-up on Sunday, Dec. 19.
Feedback from FPC members who ordered in November
has been very positive. We hope that the taste of these
items will bring up good memories you’ve made at
Menucha or, if you’ve given them as gifts, will make the
recipients feel loved.

We join you in praising God for the Deacons, Stephen
Ministers, and siblings in Christ who populate many of
our “prayer reports”!

Questions? Call Cloie Cohen at Menucha: 503-6952243 or email cloie@menucha.org.

Cooking It Up with First Pres Learn How to Bake a Yule Log
FPC member Linda
Lewis is the December
12 host of Cooking It
Up with First Pres.
Join in on Zoom at 5:00
pm for fellowship, fun
and good food! Linda's
a retired baker who will
demonstrate how to create the holiday cake known as a
Yule Log. Bake along or just watch and enjoy spending
an hour with some FPC friends. We'll record it so you
can watch again later. Look for the registration link in
upcoming bulletins and eBlasts!

New Church Office Open Hours
Our church office hours are now 10:00 am to 4:00
pm, Tuesday to Friday. The office phone will also be
answered remotely Mondays from 10:00 am to 4:00
pm. Members needing access to the church outside
these times are welcome to contact the church office
to arrange entry. Thanks for helping the church as we
adjust to the new patterns that include more remote
meetings. The church office phone is 503-228-7331 and
email is: office@firstpresportland.org
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Tuesday Book Group
The Tuesday Women’s Book Group will meet via
Zoom on Tuesday, December 7 at 11:00 am. Midge
Birnie will present the novel “A Long Petal Of The
Sea” by Chilean author Isabel Allende. Based on
a true story, it is set partly during the Spanish Civil
War in the 1930s and partly in Chile where the
protagonists again witness the fight between freedom
and repression from Communism. Allende shows that
when one country fails, it is up to others to step in and
demand humanity in a world ripped apart by chaos.
Our book group is always open to new members.
Please contact Jan Mittelstaedt at janrmitt@gmail.
com for more information and to add your name to
our email list.

College-Bound Care Packages

Stewardship Through the Advent Season

Members of Faith
Development and Open
Circle packed care
packages for thirteen
college-aged young
adults on November 4
to reach this part of our
church family before their
finals or other projects. Spiced nuts, various cookies,
clementines, lip balm, fudge, hot cocoa packets and
stirring spoons, tea bags and Vitamin C were cushioned
by leftover Halloween candy. An invitation to reunite
with their friends after the 9:00 Christmas Eve service
in Calvin Hall topped the goodies. One of the recipients
wrote, “I am writing this note to give you my thanks
for the care package I received this week! It touches me
that even after so long away from the community, you
continue to think and care for us away at college.” Let’s
be ready to welcome them home Christmas Eve!

As November turns to December, we enter the first season of the Christian Calendar—Advent.
During this time, we prepare ourselves for God’s greatest gift, the birth of Jesus. Our thoughts also
turn to the gifts we hope to make to family, friends, and those in need. In sum, it is a time of year in
which we seek to spread joy and express God’s love through giving.

From the FPC Trustees
One of the benefits First Presbyterian Church derives
from having part of church’s endowment administered
by a wealth management firm is that stocks donated to
the church can be liquidated to satisfy a pledge very
easily. In most cases there is no fee, and in the rare case
a fee is charged it can be as low as $15. Donating stock
instead of cash has some advantages for the giver, too.
It can lower the donors’ adjusted gross income, and that
leads to a lower tax bill in April. The only downside to
donating stock is the amount of time it may take for the
transaction to be completed. It usually takes more than a
week.

In these troubling times...
Stephen Ministers are trained, caring church
members, who visit and support people in
heavy times. If you are interested in setting
up a Stephen Minister visit, or would like more
information, please contact Pastor Brenna or
Pastor Audrey at office@firstpresportland.org.

With the Christmas holiday coming, it would be best to
act soon on a donation of this kind. Stocks would need to
be delivered from the donor to the church by December
15 to be counted in the 2021 tax year. Anyone interested
in making a stock donation, should contact Marc
Lavender, our church business administrator, at 503-2287331
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Our expression of God’s love is also made through our church. Through the church, we nurture our
children and youth. Through it, we care for and comfort those among us and around us who are ill,
grieving, weary, or hungry. Through our church, we worship in word and music.
As we contemplate the gifts we have received and the gifts we hope to make this season, it is fitting to consider our
gifts to the work of our church. Our pledges are very important. If you haven’t had a chance yet to make your pledge,
you can do so electronically from the “Donate” button on the church website or by mailing your pledge card to the
church office. Thank you for your help in sustaining the church’s life and outreach through this season!

Support Our Leaders: Past, Present, and Future
Every year at Christmastime our congregation participates in the Christmas Joy
Offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Our gifts to Christmas Joy change lives.
The offering assists church workers and their families with critical financial needs
through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. It also supports young
people at Presbyterian schools for students of color, future leaders in our Church
and the world. Please send your designated check to the church or give through the
church website.

David Dornack—new Parish
Associate!

Giving Tree... It’s Back!
This year we are thrilled to have both an in-person
Giving Tree and a virtual Giving Tree. Please
take time on Nov 21 or Nov 28 to choose and
sign out a tag or two from our Giving Tree in the
Chapel Narthex or from our online Giving Tree:
https://bit.ly/FPCGivingTree

We welcome Rev. David Dornack
to our pastoral staff as parish
associate! David has recently
retired from serving at Rose City
Park Presbyterian in Portland.
Previously, he has served churches
in Iowa, Michigan and Wisconsin.
He has a B.A. from the University
of Wisconsin La Crosse, and did
his M.Div. degree at Louisville
Seminary, with additional study and McCormick
Seminary. He has served as Co-moderator of the General
Assembly Committee, Justice for Women, and in the
Presbytery of the Cascades as chair of the Commission
on Ministry-NE.

We are supporting several programs including: New
Avenues for Youth, Friendly House Senior Citizens,
With Love Foster Care Support, EMO Men’s Day
Center and Life Change Center for Women & Children.
These organizations are very appreciative of our
support again this year. All online Giving Tree gifts
will be sent directly to the organization and all inperson Giving Tree gifts are due by Sunday, Dec 5. Do
not wrap any gift but please be sure to attach the gift tag
so our wonderful Deacons can deliver it to the correct
organization. Christmas Blessings to all! Questions?
Please contact Laurna Shively, shivelyLLL@comcast.
net

Please join in welcoming David to our church!
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One Year Anniversary of the Alder House Emergency Food Closet

Living Waters for the World

On Tuesday, December 15, 2020, volunteers re-opened
the doors to the Julia West building for our first day at
the Emergency Food Closet (EFC). Prior to opening,
FPC’s Mission Committee was able to secure a grant
from the Capital Campaign Mission giving fund to adopt
the Alder House building through Lift Urban Portland.
The adoption means that FPC sponsors food boxes for
some of the residence and the supper club program which
provide nutrition education and cooking skills. It also keeps
stocked an Emergency Food Closet in their building. Space
constraints at Alder House meant that they could not host
the EFC which created a window of opportunity to serve our
neighbors more. A group of volunteers gathered to prepare
the space, washing walls, constructing shelving, and more.

Our church’s $11,000 Capital Campaign Mission Giving
gift has had a powerful impact on churches in South
America and Mexico, per Steve Young, Executive
Director of Living Waters for the World. These funds
were used to support 4 church teams with amazing
results:

Advent Resources For You
Advent is just around the corner
and FPC library would like to
highlight a few books that might
help you find more meaning in
the season.
The Christmas Countdown:
Creating 25 days of New Advent Traditions for
Families, Things to Make and Do for Advent &
Christmas or God is in the Manger: Reflections on
Advent and Christmas are just a start. There are daily
devotionals, weekly lessons and a multitude of story
books. Many of these will be put out for display in the
library prior to Advent. Please check out any that you
wish and enjoy them throughout the season.

1) In December 2019, Westminster Presbyterian of
Minneapolis installed a water system for a hospital in
Cuba;
2) In January of 2020, Highpoint Church of Memphis,
TN installed a water system for a school in Peru;

The EFC started slowly, serving two people on our first Tuesday open. We now have a great team of volunteers (and
are always looking for more) and the program has grown to serving 10-15 people a day. Our volunteers’ welcome
residents by name and we have expanded our use of the property offering it as respite space for residence during the
week. Their Residence Service Coordinator Mel, also uses the space for office hours helping people connect to social
services in a privet environment. The space is also used to host their weekly Coffee and Conversations time. Other
church groups have joined in the effort. Open Circle for the second year in a row is putting together bathroom kits as
Christmas gifts for the residence. Our deacons bring the unclaimed lilies after Easter and poinsettias after Christmas
over to share.
Besides coming to join the volunteer team (shifts Tuesday 3:00-5:00 pm & Sunday 1:00-3:00 pm) we are always
looking for donations of new hygiene items (dish soap, small liquid laundry detergent, body wash, and socks are our
top need currently). These items are not covered by government assistance and can be a drain on the limited budget
of our neighbors.
Thank you to everyone who has been involved in this project over the last year! We could not have done it with out
you! To learn more about our work or how to get involved contact Pastor Brenna at bdykman@firstpresportland.org

3) In January of 2020, Westminster Presbyterian of
Hattiesburg, MS installed a water system for a church in
El Salvador;

If you wish to see what the FPC library has this link
will take you to the card catalog.

4) In November of 2020, the Transylvania Presbytery
in Lexington, KY worked virtually with staff in Yucatan,
Mexico to install a water system for a church.

https://fpcp.scoolaid.net/bin/home

The Yucatan project, which occurred during the
pandemic, was truly a miracle per Steve and they have
continued to do more virtual water system installations.
Living Waters for the World, which is a ministry of the
Synod of Living Waters, Presbyterian Church USA was
very appreciative of our church’s funding of their grant
request from our Capital Campaign Mission Giving.

Celebrating Our Children’s
Ministry Interns
by Pastor Carmen

The holidays often make us nostalgic, but they often
also instill within us a deep heart of gratitude. This
month I am especially grateful for the for youth who
are serving as Children’s Ministry Interns. Covid has
presented myriad challenges and returning to in-person
Sunday school has been difficult for some children and
families. Alongside a host of marvelous Sunday School
Teachers, these four interns have shared their creativity,
energy, and love week after week in our Sunday School
program and they have done such a great job setting
children at ease in the classroom context. If you see
them around the church, please extend your gratitude to
Walker, Sophie June, Robert, and Emily.

~ Capital Campaign Mission Giving Committee - Greg
Aldrich, Rev. Brenna Dykman, Kathryn Hill, Linda
Killen and Steve Primack

Nativity Painting Back Home in the Whitman Room
After a year of meticulous repair to the canvas and hand-applied water gilt frame, Nativity is
back home in the Whitman Room. Italian oil painter Giulia M. Sartoni completed this painting
in the late 1800’s, and it was given to the church by Mrs. Thomas Kerr (of Kerr canning
jars). Elzbieta Osiak-Heise, a skilled oil painting conservator trained at the Department of
Conservation in Warsaw, Poland, repaired not only the apparent tear in the canvas when it
left FPC in August, 2020, but also discovered and repaired correctly a previous tear. The
original color and use of light will draw your eye right to this exquisite painting. Her work
was significantly slowed while she protected it from the wildfire smoke. Bradley Cooper, one
of a few trained artists in water gilt preservation in the Pacific Northwest, cleaned, repaired
and conserved the frame. Restoration of Nativity has been one of the primary goals of FPC’s
Presbyterian Women’s Whitman Decorating Committee.
Canvas with studio lighting in Ms.
Osiak-Heise’s workshop

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN PORTLAND PRESENTS

ART &
MUSIC
SUNDAYS
LAST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

CHILDREN GET TO EXPERIMENT WITH MUSIC, INSTRUMENTS, AND
VARIOUS MEDIUMS OF ART TAUGHT BY GUEST TEACHERS EACH MONTH
EXPLORING FAITH THROUGH EXPRESSION & PLAY!
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