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What A Year It Has Been! FPC Stewardship Looks to 2022
When Jesus was asked which is the greatest commandment in the law, he replied: You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, soul, and mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. The second is like it, you shall love your neighbor as
yourself. - Matthew 22:37-39

During these unprecedented times, we take comfort in realizing that God is still providing
and doing for us what we could not do for ourselves. We trust in an infinite God rather than
our finite selves through these days.
“Love God, Love our Neighbors,” from our Lord’s great commandment is the theme of
this year’s stewardship campaign that will culminate with the dedication of our pledges on
November 14.
What a year it has been! The shutdown of many downtown businesses, hospitality and
entertainment industries negatively impacted our parking garage revenue stream the past 18 months. Individual
discretionary income was also impacted curtailing spending habits and reducing many family budgets. In spite of
these hardships, our FPC family was blessed with increased giving last year that helped offset budgetary deficits to
keep our life and work strong. Once again, we ask for your financial support, presence, and prayers to maintain the
strength of our congregation and its outreach as we look ahead to the coming year.
As we prayerfully consider how we can respond to the needs of our outreach programs, our neighbors, and the
communities we serve in the wake of the unplanned events left by the pandemic, we share God’s love through our
gifts to continue supporting the life and ministries of First Presbyterian Church as a Heart for the City in downtown
Portland.
On behalf of the FPC stewardship committee we thank you for your faithful giving. May the fellowship of the Spirit
be with you as we walk the way together throughout these challenging times.

Online Art Workshop: Pocket Sketching with Kath Macaulay
This workshop is ideal for timid beginners who want to
paint fearlessly in public, and perfect for experienced artists
who want mobility, minimal equipment and no clean-up.
It’s perfect for hiking, biking, sitting in a café or standing
in line — take it anywhere, whip it out in a minute, and
preserve a memory. There are five online sessions on
November 15, 17, 19, 21, 23. Each runs from 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Pacific Time. Each is recorded for later review. Please visit
https://bit.ly/MenuchaPocketSketch for more information.

Questions? Please contact the FPC office by email at office@firstpresportland.org or call 503-228-7331

FPC Annual Meeting via Zoom
On Commitment Sunday, November 14, you’re invited to the church’s annual meeting being held by Zoom only (not
in person) at 1:00 pm; elect new Elders to join the Session as well as Deacons and Trustees, members of next year’s
Congregational Nominating Committee, and approve terms of call for installed ministers, as well as vote on proposed
changes to the church’s by-laws.
We’ll celebrate Dedication Sunday for the Stewardship Campaign as we “Love God, and Love Our Neighbors.”
Plan for a special time of virtual fellowship! Look inside for more on the Annual Meeting and Congregational
Nominating Committee nominations.

Pastor’s Pen
As we have glimmers of life opening up a bit, yet still some uncertainty about
the days ahead, we are grateful for the reminders that “seedtime and harvest
shall not fail,” as the Scripture assures us. Plans for Thanksgiving hold a return
to some traditional notes and the chance to gather a few friends or family;
something that means all the more after a year of isolation. This month holds
milestones in the church’s life as well, and there is much for which we give God
thanks.

On November 7, we will have a special worship service for All Saints’ Sunday,
remembering those who have gone before us in faith to that place that our Lord
has promised to prepare. Poet Jan Richardson pens a prayer of how we can take
heart from following in their way:
May you know the presence
of those who have passed
through the desert before you.
May they point the way
and sustain you
with their stories.
In the wilderness,
may there be wellsprings.
May there be wings.

Menucha’s First Ever Turkey Trot,
Thursday, November 25

New Church Office Open Hours
From November 1, our church office hours will be 10:00
am to 4:00 pm, Tuesday to Friday. The office phone
will also be answered remotely Mondays from 10:00
am to 4:00 pm. Members needing access to the church
outside these times are welcome to contact the church
office to arrange entry. Thanks for helping the church as
we adjust to the new patterns that include more remote
meetings. The church office phone is 503-228-7331,
and emails are: office@firstpresportland.org or hello@
firstpresportland.org.

Want to get some exercise
before digging into your
feast? Join us Thanksgiving
morning for a little movement
at Menucha. Runners, walkers,
rollers, strollers, and cheerers
are all welcome. Menucha will
provide coffee, hot chocolate,
and beautiful roads and trails.
No need to RSVP – just
show up. Arrive between 8:00 – 8:30 am for this free,
noncompetitive, family-friendly event. Questions? Call
Cloie Cohen at 503-695-2243.

PWM Virtual Bake Sale ‘til
Thanksgiving

On November 14 at 1:00 pm, you are invited to the church’s Annual Meeting online by Zoom. We will
elect Elders, Deacons, Trustees, and members of the Congregational Nominating Committee, and will hear
highlights of some of the creative ways the church has been serving in mission and reaching out in this season.
The Zoom link for the meeting will be: https://bit.ly/FPCAnnualMeeting

Cookin’ It Up with First Pres!

To all the wonderful people that have donated items
the Virtual Bake Sale, thank you. To those who have
purchased products, thank you. If you haven’t yet had
a look, the holidays will be here before you know it!
The holidays will be here before you know it! If you are
looking for a decadent cake, check the list under News
& Events at the FPC website.

Join other FPC members via Zoom on Sundays at 5:00
pm for Cookin' It Up with First Pres! Save the dates for
these great cooking and learning opportunities.
October 24: Sarah Schwab demonstrates making
Grandmother's Buttermilk Pancakes.
November 7: Russell & Jean Smith demonstrate making
Sourdough Bread. Bonus: Sign up ahead of time and
you can pick up sourdough starter from the Smiths at
FPC on that day.
December 5: Linda Lewis (retired professional baker)
demonstrates making a Yule Log.

On November 14, we will dedicate ourselves and our pledges to the work of God’s kingdom as part of our
“Love God, Love Our Neighbors” stewardship effort for the year ahead. With the challenges that these days
are continuing to hold, we’re very thankful for your faithfulness in supporting the church’s life and work. You
are invited to send in your pledge card to the church, or to make a pledge online through the church’s website.

Advent Study
Sign up for one of the ‘small study groups’ of about 4-6
FPC members during the Advent season. This study
will be held through four, one-hour sessions once a
week beginning the week after Thanksgiving. Pick a
time during the week which works for you and/or your
family. If you would like to be paired into a small group,
just go to https://bit.ly/FPCAdventStudy and pick the
time which works best for
you. Or email Bill Resley,
Fran Page, or Pastor
Brenna.

As we come to Thanksgiving, I am grateful for each one of you, and for God’s presence with us through all the
seasons of life.
Wishing you and yours a blessed Thanksgiving!
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Tuesday Book Group

Giving Tree... It’s Back!

The Tuesday Women’s Book Group will meet
via Zoom on Tuesday, November 2 at 11:00 am.
Janet Leatherwood will present the book, “Interior
Chinatown,” by Charles Yu. This novel won the 2020
National Book Award for fiction -- the award judges
wrote: “By turns hilarious and flat-out heartbreaking,
.... a bright, bold, gut punch of a novel. Written in the
form of a screenplay with porous boundaries, Yu’s
wonderfully inventive work spotlights the welter of
obstacles its everyman protagonist must confront
in a profoundly racist rigidly hierarchical world as
he does his best -- in the story of his own life to to
land a decent role.” This is a contemporary work,
entertaining and enlightening, that will provide a
sound basis for book group discussions. Our book
group is always open to new members. Please contact
Jan Mittelstaedt at janrmitt@gmail.com for more
information and to add your name to our list.

This year we will have an actual tree plus a virtual tree so
everyone can participate. First Presbyterian Church will
be giving to 6 organizations and helping those in need
from Birth to Senior Citizens. Our annual Giving Tree
will begin Sunday, November 21. Read your bulletin and
emails for more information as well as the virtual Giving
Tree link. Christmas Blessings to all!

Church’s Annual Meeting by
Zoom! November 14 at 1:00 pm
This year, our annual meeting will be online by Zoom
video conferencing (the same platform as the church
has been using for many classes and online gatherings).
If you’re new to Zoom, this tutorial will be helpful
background and help orient you to set up Zoom:
https://bit.ly/NextChurchZoomTutorial

Annual Congregational Meeting

The annual meeting of First Presbyterian will be
Sunday November 14 at 1:00 pm, by Zoom.

(by Zoom only this year)

Download Zoom as detailed in the video above and join
the meeting using either the URL or Meeting ID noted
to the right.

November 14, 2021
1:00pm

Please call or contact the church office if you need help
in setting up a Zoom account:

Zoom link:
https://bit.ly/FPCAnnualMeeting
Meeting ID: 873 7247 6436

office@firstpresportland.org or 503-228-7331

Another Scrap & Sew Retreat
Weekend Added

In these troubling times...
Stephen Ministers are trained, caring church members, who visit and
support people in heavy times. If you are interested in setting up a
Stephen Minister visit, or would like more information, please contact
Pastor Brenna or Pastor Audrey at office@firstpresportland.org.

Our Church’s Per Capita
Apportionment

By the time you read this,
Menucha will have added another
Scrap & Sew Craft Retreat to our
fall calendar. Come be creative
and let Menucha do the cooking!
To find out the dates and to register, please visit:
https://menucha.org/programs/scrapandsew

Local Earth Care Impact
FPC's Earth Care Team was one of 49 Portland groups,
including churches, synagogues, community groups and
Neighborhood Associations that endorsed the Linnton
Neighborhood Association's letter in opposing Zenith
Energy's tar sands oil-by-rail storage and transfer
facility's “Land Use Compatibility Statement.” On
August 27, 2021, the City of Portland listened, and that
permit was denied. This is good news for the health of
our God's Creation. our region and its people, and for our
transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy. “O Lord,
how manifold are they works.” Psalm 104:24.

Every year, our church is assessed an amount based
on our active membership, a per member fee that is
paid by the church to help support the structure of our
regional Presbytery, Synod, and the denomination’s
General Assembly. This allows people from all areas
of the church, large and small churches, to take part
in our representative form of church governance. This
year, the Per Capita Apportionment will be $39.00 per
member. Please consider a gift to offset this amount to
help in the church’s work. Many thanks!
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Welcome Sheila Riche to FPC
With Gail Rogers having retired
at the end of October, the
church is welcoming a new staff
member, Sheila Riche, to take
up the role of our front office
staff person. Sheila has worked
in church-related schools, and
brings a warmth and good skills
that will serve the church well.
Please join in welcoming her to the staff! Her email is
office@firstpresportland.org.

Membership Class, November 7
Do you know a visitor or livestream service viewer
who might be interested in becoming a member of
First Presbyterian Church? If you want to learn more,
please join us at our upcoming Membership Gathering
using Zoom on Sunday, November 7, from noon to 1:30
pm. Staff and members of FPC will share information,
and answer your questions. Please contact the Church
office so we can provide printed information (by mail or
email) in advance. Email: hello@firstpresportland.org
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New Art in the Chapel

Beth Yazhari Exhibition
“Seeking Illumination”
November 7, 2021 - January 2, 2022
Opening Reception Sunday, November 7 from 11:30 - 1:00 pm
Beth Yazhari creates art that celebrates reflection, craftsmanship, and time-consuming labor in the pursuit of beauty.
The themes of her work revolve around elevating the status of women, honoring and purposefully bringing together
diverse needlework and design motifs of cultures around the world, and creating harmony and beauty out of bits
and pieces.
Yazhari received her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1998,
where she initially focused on painting. After taking several of the school’s Fiber Department courses, including
silkscreening, textile design, weaving, and embellishment, she became enamored of textile arts, not only for their
aesthetic but because they focused on traditionally underappreciated media that are associated with "women's
work,” as opposed to the "high art" of painting on canvas.
For over twenty years, Yazhari has sought to challenge this arbitrary distinction of high and low art in her work by
recycling discarded pieces of lace, doilies, and embroidery created by anonymous women of the past, incorporating
these fragments of handiwork into richly textured paintings so that they can be contemplated and appreciated. She
brings vintage fabrics and beads from a wide variety of cultures into her globally inspired pieces, which reference
both east and west—Amish quilts and Persian carpets are two great loves. Yazhari is also naturally drawn to themes
of spirituality and social justice in her work, and at times she incorporates in subtle ways the symbols and designs
from both her own Baha’i faith and from traditions of other faiths from around the world.
She reflects on her process in these words: “When I create, I listen to uplifting music, get lost in the meditative
process of painting and stitching, think about the contributions of other women who have gone before me, and get
absorbed in creating gorgeous fields of color. Making my art is truly a sacred act for me; I feel that creating artwork
in a spirit of service to humanity is a form of worship.”
Join us Sunday, November 7, following worship from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm for the Opening Reception of Beth
Yazhari’s luminous works.

Called By God to Care

Advent Resources For You

Scripture describes humankind as called to steward the
garden of creation, and tells of the need to let land lie
fallow to rest and renew the land. In the wake of fires
and floods, heat and drought, we seek to renew our
calling to care for creation.

Advent is just around the corner
and FPC library would like to
highlight a few books that might
help you find more meaning in
the season.

On November 7 and 14
(Sunday) from noon to 1:00
pm, Adult Education and the
Earth Care Team will explore
theological foundations to help
Christians respond faithfully
to climate change through two
important authors. There are optional readings and
short presentations will be followed by discussion. The
sessions are as follows:

The Christmas Countdown:
creating 25 days of new Advent traditions for families,
Things to make and do for Advent & Christmas or God
is in the manger: reflections on Advent and Christmas
are just a start. There are daily devotionals, weekly
lessons and a multitude of story books. Many of these
will be put out for display in the library prior to Advent.
Please check out any that you wish and enjoy them
throughout the season.
If you wish to see what the FPC library has this link
will take you to the card catalog.

Nov. 7. Pope Francis’ Encyclical “On Care for Our
Common Home.” Laudato Si is specifically designed
to stimulate discussion among all people on earth
regardless of faith traditions. It lays out responsibilities
which Christians have in caring for our common home.
We will explore the biblical foundation of how we are
called to be stewards of all creation in Chapter 2, ‘The
Gospel of Creation”. Leader: Bill Resely

https://fpcp.scoolaid.net/bin/home

C H I L D R E N ' S

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Nov. 14. “The Seven Pillars of Creation” by William
Brown. For Brown, both scientific inquiry and
theological reflection are driven by a sense of wonder,
which, in his words, “unites the scientist and the
psalmist.” The session will feature a presentation by
Brown on a sense of wonder and how it can inspire and
sustain us as we live out our faith in a warming world.
Leader: Jenny Holmes

NURSERY
BIRTH TO
AGE 3
GODLY
PLAY
PRE-K
THROUGH
2ND
GRADE

Men’s Retreat: March 11-13, 2022
Men of all ages, save the weekend of March 11-13,
2022 for the return of the Men’s Retreat at Menucha.
Stay tuned for details to follow.
Please feel free to contact Steve Snodderly
(stevesnodderly@sterling.net) or Steve Primack
(primacks@ohsu.edu) for questions or updates.
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BIBLE
CREW
3RD &
4TH
GRADE
SUNDAYS AT
FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
PORTLAND
@10:45 AM

JR. HIGH
5TH-7TH
GRADE

Theme:
WE ARE
ALL A
PART OF
GOD'S
STORY

