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Stewardship Season Begins at FPC
As a congregation we are moving through a period of extraordinary change and
challenge. The needs of our congregation, our neighbors, and the communities
we serve continue to grow while, at the same time, the church’s revenue from the
parking garage is curtailed. Now, more than ever, it is critical that we maintain our
strength as a congregation so that we can serve our children and youth and those
among us in need, continue to reach out to the community around us, and build
new connections with our neighbors.
This year’s stewardship campaign will kick off October 17 with the dedication of our pledges on November 14.
As we strive to “Love God, and Love our Neighbor,” we are asked to consider how we can respond to God’s love
through our stewardship, and what gifts and talents we can add to the work and life of First Presbyterian Church.
Please prayerfully consider your stewardship pledge, and thank you for your faithful giving through this season.
Questions? Please contact the FPC office by email at office@firstpresportland.org or call 503-228-7331.

Join us for a Blessing of the Animals on October 9
Protecting God’s Creation and
Creatures
Widespread fires are reshaping our daily lives and we
are now living in a hotter world. We need to adopt new
policies to conserve forests containing plants, birds and
animal life that are becoming close to extinction. How?
Support environmentally committed leaders who will
change policy, advocate for such policies, reduce our own
carbon footprint by measuring our activities, lifestyle
and avoiding waste, and help our congregation lead by
example.
All are invited to participate in FPC’s Earth Care Team or
help with a short term project. We meet by Zoom from
5-6:00 pm the first Wednesday of the month. Please
email jehrestore@gmail.com or call Jenny at 503-3090973 to join in.

Membership Class, November 7
Do you know a visitor or livestream service viewer
who might be interested in becoming a member? Or
are you a SPIRE reader who is interested in becoming
a member? If you want to learn more, please join us
at our next Membership Gathering using Zoom on
Sunday, November 7, from noon to 1:30 pm. Staff
and members of FPC will share information, and
answer your questions. Please contact the church
office before November 1 so that we can provide
printed information by mail in advance.
Email: hello@firstpresportland.org

On Saturday, October 9, at 10:00 am, Pastor Brenna will lead a Blessing of the Animals service on the plaza.
This service is typically held near the feast day of Francis of Assisi. Francis was born in the 12th century, and is
remembered for his generosity to the poor, and his love for animals and nature. He is the Roman Catholic Church’s
patron saint of animals and the environment.
Pets who are comfortable traveling (and being around other animals) are welcome to attend on leashes or in
carriers. If your pet is afraid of car rides, you can bring a photograph. You can also bring photographs of animal
companions who are no longer physically with us, and we will give thanks for their lives during the service.
If you can’t attend, you can pray for and bless your pets and animals at home, too!
Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures.
You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air, and animals on the land.
You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters.
We ask you to bless these animals.
By the power of your love, enable them to live according to your plan.
May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation.
Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.
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Pastor’s Pen
As we move further into fall, there is much to remind us of familiar patterns, a

scattering of maple trees flaring crimson, the brisk mornings with children at the
bus stops, and squirrels scurrying through the yards, intent on storing up supplies
for the coming cold.
Yet there is much that reminds us we are far from a usual season, with the
children waiting for the bus all in masks, frailer friends still hesitant to venture
out, and help wanted signs multiplying with not at many as are needed being
ready to respond.

Menucha Welcomes Acoustic Blues Masters Concert on Saturday, October 9
Want to hear some world class acoustic blues in a lovely venue? Come
out for the Acoustic Blues Masters concert on Saturday, October 9, in
the Corbett Grange Hall just down the road from Menucha. The four
great musicians teaching at Blues in the Gorge (Menucha’s acoustic
blues guitar camp) will play a concert that you won’t forget:
Phil Wiggins, harmonica master and a national treasure who rarely
performs on the west coast.
Jim Kweskin, founder of the 1960's groundbreaking Jug Band, cobilled with Bob Dylan in Greenwich Village, player of blues, ragtime,
goodtime jazz, and novelties.

What an extraordinary time we are still facing. I’m grateful for the places where
the church’s life is supporting people and families through this time, the children
engaging in Sunday School and the Art and Music Sundays, the Open Circle and
book and study groups staying connected via Zoom, the outreach and service at
Julia West and care to Rose Haven, the streaming of worship and worship in person allowing all to take part.

Mary Flower, “One of the finest fingerstyle guitarists alive” according
to Jazz & Blues Report.

Fall is a season of transition, and on the church staff, it will be the last month of our long-time church
receptionist, Gail Rogers, being with us, as she will retire at the end of the month. Gail has been the first
face of welcome for visitors and church members, the friendly and caring voice on the phone as families
have called in in time of need, the one working behind the scenes to help with the many projects that sustain
the life of the church. As a person of faith, hers has been a calling to a ministry of hospitality and care, and
she has enriched the church’s life immeasurably in her time with us. While we are sad to have to bid her
farewell, we wish her God’s blessings on the new chapter that lies ahead for her.

Place: Corbett Grange Hall (Columbia Grange #267), 37493 NE Grange Hall Rd, Corbett, OR 97019

This month, we will begin our stewardship program for the fall. I’m so grateful for the way that your gifts
have supported the work and life of our church through this difficult season, and for the outreach they have
allowed us to do to support those in need in our community.
We’ll also have a Blessing of the Animals on the plaza on Saturday, October 9 at 10:00 am (details later
in the newsletter). You’re welcome to attend with your pet, or if you’re not able to attend in person, to email
photos of your pets to Brenna at bdykman@firstpresportland.org to include them in the prayers that day.
Join us as we give thanks to God for the animal companions that have meant so much in our lives through
this past year especially.
As we mark the changing seasons, we give thanks for God’s presence with us, through all that these days are
holding, through all the seasons of life.

Suzy Thompson, master fiddler, powerful blues singer, and a highly respected blues fingerpicking guitarist.
Date/Time: Saturday, October 9 at 7:00 pm (doors at 6:00 pm)
Tickets: $30. Purchase at door or through Menucha’s website: https://menucha.org/tickets
Proof of vaccination and masking throughout concert required.
This is a concert featuring four truly outstanding performers. Acoustic Guitar magazine named Blues in the Gorge
as one of the top 25 guitar camps in America in 2017! Come hear its instructors do what they do best. Questions?
Call Lori Nance or Lauren Deming at 503-695-2243.
Pocket Sketching with Kath Macaulay
Perfect for hiking, biking, sitting in a café or standing in line - take it
anywhere, whip it out in a minute, preserve a memory in 25 minutes or less
and put away with no clean-up. All levels welcome!
https://menucha.org/programs/pocket-sketching

Welcome New FPC Members

By day we are held in God’s steadfast love,
and at night God’s song is with us.
Wishing you God’s peace to keep you,

(From left) The Morris Family (Aaron, Kara, Walker, Sophie June, and Ford), Don Choi, Lynn Schindler, and Sylvia Stater.
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Along with our newest confirmands: Olivia Coles, Emily Rose Hall, and Margaret Shively!
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Tuesday Book Group

Fun Fair Trade Virtual Market

The Tuesday Women’s
Book Club will meet
via Zoom on Tuesday,
October 5 at 11:00 am.
Nancy Icenogle will
present the book, “Murder
At The Mission” by Blaine Harden. This historical
narrative examines the truth behind, and the impact
of, the myths that tainted the history of the West. The
carefully documented story of the Pacific Northwest
in the Nineteenth Century reveals the fabrications
presented to Congress that convinced the Government
to make the Oregon Country an official U.S. Territory.
Dr. Marcus Whitman and Rev. Henry Spalding,
Presbyterian missionaries, play major roles in this
story. You will be receiving a Zoom invite from Jan
Mittlestaedt, our Zoom hostess, later this month.
Want to join us? Please contact Jan at janmitt@gmail.
com.

Purple giraffes and colorful bug-eyed frogs. Exquisite
pine needle baskets accented with sweet grass and
dyed raffia. These are only a few of the fine handcrafts
a person can order from Mayan Hands, a Fair Trade
women’s cooperative in Guatemala. UPAVIM another
Fair Trade cooperative, also in Guatemala, offers
stylishly designed bead jewelry, purses with Mayan
weaving and lovely ethnic ceramics.
Fair Trade pays a fair return for the artisan’s work
enabling the artist to educate their children, learn
business skills and personal esteem. The pandemic has
affected the women and families through illness, limited
vaccines, and quarantined access to markets. Yet co-op
members continue to weave and stitch, carve and do
ceramics.
You can order these high quality crafts from both Mayan
Hands and UPAVIM, knowing your purchases contribute
to the welfare of these fine artisans and their families.
See photos of products and order online at:
Mayan Hands: https://mayanhands.org

Peace & Global Witness Offering
Dedicated October 4

UPAVIM: https://UPAVIM.org
Call Margaret Zeps with questions: 503-333-7809

What do we mean when we say, “The Peace of Christ
be with you”? Extending the peace of Christ is part
of an active, engaged faith—we are building the
household of God.

Basha is a boutique for textiles and accessories from
Dhaka, Bangladesh. We all want to surround ourselves
with artistry and beauty. But so many of the things we
buy are not made to honour the humanity of those who
make them. By making Basha textiles and accessories,
women at risk and survivors of trafficking
flourish as they create heirloom handmade
textiles and accessories to own or give as
meaningful gifts.

The annual Peace & Global Witness Offering of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) provides
the means to allow us to offer ourselves
in the pursuit of ending violence and
bringing about reconciliation, at home
and abroad. One-quarter of the amount
received remains with our congregation
for related ministries in our community.

Friends of Basha, our US based 501(c)3 sells
items at local events and bazaars. You can
learn more at FriendsofBasha.org and we will
host some holiday events at https://www.facebook.com/
fobasha. You can find a nice selection of Basha products
year round at openriverimports.com or visit our website
at Bashaboutique.com.

Gifts to the Offering can be made online through the
church website or mail your donation to the church.
Please give generously to support those working
to share the dream of peace and reconciliation, as
proclaimed by the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ.

You will see some of these crafts on virtual FPC Fair
Trade show on November 21.
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Gail Rogers is Retiring!
For the past 12 years, Gail Rogers has been our
church staff person in the front office, greeting
members and visitors with warmth, fielding questions
on the phone, arranging the mailing of newsletters
and all kinds of church correspondence, and
conveying the care of the church to all who
pass through our doors. It is with sadness that we
received the news of her plans to retire at the end
of October; she will be much missed. Please join in
wishing her all the best for her retirement and this
new chapter of life!

Adult Ed: Parables of God’s Love
from Children’s Literature

Visual Arts Presents “Footprints”
The 7x7 Galleries churches
are hosting a “gallery walk”
to promote “Footprints:
Immigration/Migration,” a joint
presentation of art about the
immigrant experience.

Children’s literature can be an outstanding source of
contemporary metaphors about God’s relationship to
us and our relationships with each other. Just as the
children’s sermon captures and illuminates the “Big
Idea” of the Sunday scripture, so too, children’s stories
can provide profound insights into the nature of God
and God’s intentions for us.

On Sundays, October 3 and 10,
the churches will have their
galleries open from 1:00-4:00 pm to make it easier for
members of each others’ congregations to see all the
exhibits that comprise Footprints.
•

FPC’s exhibit, “Hope in Every Step,” features more than
50 works by immigrant artists from a dozen countries.

•

A short walk from First Pres, First Congregational UCC
(Oregon Historical Society’s neighbor,) features texts and
other verbal work by world renown artist and filmmaker
Ai Weiwei.

•

Across the park blocks from First UCC, St James
Lutheran has work from ten artists representing their
origin stories.

•

In Goose Hollow, First United Methodist is exhibiting
artifacts from its members’ migrations to Portland.

•

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral features the work of five
immigrant artists now working in the Pacific Northwest.

•

Across the river, Westminster Presbyterian has a
traveling exhibit “The Migrants’ Alphabet” -- 26 mixed
media pieces inspired by The Anti-Slavery Alphabet.

•

First Unitarian’s building is closed due to the pandemic.

In this seven-week course, the instructors will
describe Christian understandings that can be drawn
from several favorite children’s books. Each class is
designed to capture our imaginations, deepen our faith
and help us more confidently pass stories of our faith
on to the next generation. We hope you can join for the
series, but if you miss a class, don’t worry - each class
stands alone.
This course will be offered Sundays from noon to 1:00
pm on Zoom. The link for the course is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82086707479
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•

October 3 & 10: “The Gospel According to Frances.”

•

October 17: “As I Have Loved You”: The Runaway
Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown, and Corduroy by Don
Freeman.

•

October 24: Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la
Pena.

•

October 31: “The Light We Are,” When God Made
Light by Matthew Paul Turner.

Your Capital Campaign Mission Giving: Lift Urban Portland
From Lift’s Expectative Director: First Presbyterian Church has played a critical role
in providing supportive services throughout the COVID-19 pandemic to the residents
of Downtown and Northwest Portland. Over the past year, you have helped Lift UP
provide food to 9,360 individuals through Preston’s Pantry, providing one week’s
worth of fresh, nutritious groceries for every household with each visit. Sufficient food
storage space is one of the greatest challenges Lift UP faces on a daily basis. With
your support, we increased our perishable food storage capacity by one-third! Prior to
installation of the HVAC system, the Pantry was consistently above safe food storage
temperatures. Additionally, these improvements have made it more comfortable for
staff and volunteers working in the Pantry, and for clients while they shop.
The purchase and installation of the Tuff shed supported by this grant has enabled Lift UP to dedicate the full
Pantry storage capacity towards perishable foods. Additionally, the Tuff Shed was used to store donated coolers that
were used to facilitate outdoor distribution during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Clients also report feeling respected and welcomed by the Lift UP staff and volunteers. One of our regular Preston’s
Pantry shoppers even shared those improvements in his nutrition contributed to increases in his mobility, and now
he no longer needs to use a wheelchair! Thank you for helping ensure our Portland neighbors could continue to
count on Lift UP for abundant, healthful food throughout this crisis. To learn more or how to get involved, e-mail
Brenna at bdykman@firstpresportlad.org.

Refugee Support
In light of the ongoing events enfolding in Afghanistan, FPC’s Mission Committee is exploring ways to assistance
refugees who will be arriving into our community. In October we will be supporting the work of the Refugee
Care Collective to putting together Restart Kits to help these families who come with nothing, set up a new life in
Oregon. Please watch the bulletin and e-blast for further details on how to help. Other ways to support refugees can
be found on our Mission Partner EMO website: https://emoregon.org/soar/

PWM Virtual Bake Sale ‘til
Thanksgiving

FPC Kitchen Re-Vamp!
In an effort to clean the church
kitchen and make it a little
more user friendly we’d like to
ask for help in purchasing some
new and fresh items. Whether
the teens would like to come
and bake cookies, or the different mission areas of
the church prep to hold an event, we want to be ready
after Covid restrictions. Watch for updates and come
see the new stove!

To all the wonderful people that
have donated items the Virtual
Bake Sale, thank you. To those
who have purchased products,
thank you. If you haven’t yet had
a look, the holidays will be here
before you know it! The holidays
will be here before you know it!
If you are looking for a decadent
cake, check the list under News & Events at the FPC
website.
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Called By God to Care

Meadowlark Returns to
Celebration Works in October

Scripture describes humankind as called to steward the
garden of creation, and tells of the need to let land lie
fallow to rest and renew the land. In the wake of fires
and floods, heat and drought, we seek to renew our
calling to care for creation.

On October 24 at
2:00 pm, Meadowlark
chamber ensemble
(Ann van Bever, oboe,
Janet Bebb, flute, and
Betsy Goy, cello)
returns to Celebration
Works to perform a concert entitled Migration,
joined by special guests Susan McDaniel, piano
and Ben Neubauer, viola. The concert explores
unusual combinations of instruments, sometimes
“migrating” from a piece’s original instrumentation.
Meadowlark, founded in 2018, cherishes the
beauty of the natural world and named itself after
Oregon’s state bird, the Western Meadowlark,
which can develop an extensive repertoire of songs.
The concert will feature a new work premiere by
Sara Carina Graef, entitled Meadowlark. We are
thrilled to welcome these fabulous musicians back
to FPC for a concert that is not to be missed! Join
us in person or stream the concert live online at
https://tinyurl.com/mxrbht2b.

On November 7 and 14
(Sunday) from noon to 1:00
pm, Adult Education and the
Earth Care Team will explore
theological foundations to
help Christians respond
faithfully to climate change through two important
authors. There are optional readings and short
presentations will be followed by discussion. The
sessions are as follows:
Nov. 7. Pope Francis’ Encyclical “On Care for Our
Common Home.” Laudato Si is specifically designed
to stimulate discussion among all people on earth
regardless of faith traditions. It lays out responsibilities
which Christians have in caring for our common home.
We will explore the biblical foundation of how we are
called to be stewards of all creation in Chapter 2, ‘The
Gospel of Creation”. Leader: Bill Resely

All Celebration Works concerts are free and all are
welcome!

Nov. 14. “The Seven Pillars of Creation” by William
Brown. For Brown, both scientific inquiry and
theological reflection are driven by a sense of wonder,
which, in his words, “unites the scientist and the
psalmist.” The session will feature a presentation by
Brown on a sense of wonder and how it can inspire and
sustain us as we live out our faith in a warming world.
Leader: Jenny Holmes

Sunday Mornings
Children's Ministry Fall 2021
Theme for the year: every one of us has a part to play in God’s story
September 12th- Kick-off Sunday
September 19th- Sunday School
September 26th- Arts and Music Sunday
October 3rd- Family Sunday
October 10th- Sunday School
October 17th- Sunday School
October 24th- Sunday School
October 31st- Arts and Music Sunday

Men’s Retreat: March 11-13, 2022
Men of all ages, save the weekend of March 11-13,
2022 for the return of the Men’s Retreat at Menucha.
Stay tuned for details to follow.

November 7th- Family Sunday
November 14th- Sunday School
November 21st- Sunday School
November 28th- Arts and Music Sunday

Please feel free to contact Steve Snodderly
(stevesnodderly@sterling.net) or Steve Primack
(primacks@ohsu.edu) for questions or updates.

December 5th- Family Sunday
December 12th- Sunday School
December 19th- Sunday School
December 26th- No Sunday School (day after Christmas)
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