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Introducing a Fresh New Tradition for FPC: Flowering the Cross
On Easter Sunday, April 17, we invite you to be part of the Flowering of the Cross, an ancient and meaningful 
tradition that represents the transition from Good Friday to Easter, from 
meditation on Jesus’ death to joyful celebration of his resurrection. 

As you prepare for Easter worship, pick fresh flowers and/or greenery from your 
garden or yard or purchase some and bring them to church. If you don’t have easy 
access to flowers, don’t worry. There will be several buckets of flowers on hand so 
everyone can participate.

When you arrive, head to the narthex (the back entrance area to the sanctuary) and 
place your flowers on the cross there. 

Together we will transform a barren cross, a reminder of Jesus’ death, into an 
Easter symbol. Covered with fresh, living flowers, the cross serves not only as an 
emblem of Jesus’ resurrection but also of the continuing presence of Christ among 
us. Together, let us make this Easter a celebration of new life!

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm

Good Friday, 7:00 pm

Easter, April 17
Worship Service, 10:30 am

*Easter Egg Hunt (ages 11 and under) 
following worship

Services will be in person and livestreamed at:

firstpresportland.org
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Pastor’s Pen

As we come to Easter this year, we’re thankful that unlike the last two 
Easters that were more shadowed by the pandemic, we’ll be able to gather in the 
sanctuary for worship, not necessarily needing to wear a mask, or may join in the 
service through streaming.  We are grateful for the easing of the pandemic, as, 
while it is still with us, we are increasingly able to venture out, to re-engage with 
life and the people around us.  

There is also in this season so much in the world that is deeply concerning.  An 
old classic sermon once portrayed the world in all its woes being transformed 
by the light of hope that is ours in Christ.  The preacher said we live in a Good 
Friday world, and so it seems in these days.  We live in a world where the 
pandemic has impacted our children and our seniors, where so many have borne 
so much, so much loneliness and loss.  Yet, “it’s Friday, but Sunday’s comin’” is the refrain that sounds in our 
hearts.  It’s a Good Friday world, where the darkness seems to prevail, but the Sunday of Easter is coming, 
with a light that shines through the darkness.  

It’s Friday, and the war in Ukraine brings daily disasters that burden our hearts, and a volatile economy leaves 
vulnerable people facing uncertainty.  Yet we trust in the hope that is ours in Christ that Sunday is coming, that 
there will be a day when wars shall cease to the ends of the earth, as is foretold in Scripture, when all in need 
will have enough.  

I hope you can take part in person or in spirit by streaming in the Holy Week services, Palm and Passion 
Sunday on April 10, Maundy Thursday communion April 14, and Good Friday Tenebrae on April 15, and then 
join us at 10:30 am, in person or by streaming for a joyful Easter Sunday service!

While our world still contends with so much that does not yet reflect Christ’s coming kingdom, we put our 
faith in Christ whose great Sunday is coming, when the kingdoms of this world shall become (as Handel’s 
Hallelujah chorus sings) “the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever.”  

In this is our light and our hope, a hope the world cannot give nor take away.  In the challenges that these days 
are holding, even as we pray for peace, may we hold fast to the hope that is ours in Christ, rejoicing that on 
Easter, he has overcome death itself and begun his reign of justice, of peace, and of love.  

Wishing you the hope of Easter to sustain your heart, 

Mission Trip to Uganda Planned
FPC has sent mission teams to Kamwenge Secondary 
and Vocational School (KSVS) in Kamwenge, Uganda 
in 2015, 2017 and 2019. We are now beginning to make 
plans for a team to return there in early Spring 2023. 
If you are interested in walking alongside our mission 
partners in Kamwenge, please consider joining the 2023 
team. More information will be available in the May 
Spire. In the meantime, you can learn more about the 
school’s history and current activities by visiting the 
Partners in Mission website at https://pim-africa.org/. 

You can watch a video about the school at                 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okTEsIlU_M4. And 
you can support our fundraising efforts for the school 
by participating in our “Walk the Wildwood” event on 
Saturday, August 13, 2022. More information about the walk will be in upcoming editions of the Spire.

Contact Mission/Outreach Pastor Brenna at bdykman@firstpresportland.org with any questions.

CHILDREN GET TO EXPERIMENT WITH MUSIC, INSTRUMENTS, AND

VARIOUS MEDIUMS OF ART TAUGHT BY GUEST TEACHERS EACH MONTH

EXPLORING FAITH THROUGH EXPRESSION & PLAY!

LAST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

ART &
MUSIC

SUNDAYS

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN PORTLAND PRESENTS

 

February 6th- Family Sunday (no Sunday School)
February 13th- Sunday School
February 20th- Sunday School 
February 27th- Arts and Music Sunday

March 6th- Family Sunday (no Sunday School)
March 13th- Sunday School
March 20th- No Sunday School (Spring Break)
March 27th- Arts and Music Sunday

April 3rd- Family Sunday (no Sunday School)
April 10th- Sunday School (Palm Sunday)
April 17th- Sunday School (Easter)
April 24th- Arts and Music Sunday

May 1st- Family Sunday (no Sunday School)
May 11th- Sunday School
May 15th- Sunday School
May 22nd - Sunday School
May 29th- Arts and Music Sunday

Questions? Please contact Pastor Carmen
cgoetschius@firstpresportland.org 

Sunday Mornings
Children's Ministry 2022 

Theme for the year:  
Every one of us has a part to play in God’s story
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Plan to Attend the Labor Day Retreat - September 2-4, 2022
Our church’s fellowship event of the year, the Labor Day 
Retreat at Menucha, is returning! Mark your calendar now 
for Friday afternoon, Sept. 2 – Sunday afternoon, Sept. 4, and 
plan to attend. Think about bringing a friend or grandchildren, 
too. This event is an opportunity for everyone in the FPC 
community to become closer to God, closer to creation and 
closer to each other. 

Come for a weekend of community-building, including: 
• Multi-generational games and program
• Worship including evening vespers and Sunday morning 
communion
• Pastor Spencer’s famous BBQ for Saturday dinner
• Lawn games
• Leisurely walks around Menucha’s 102 acres in the Columbia Gorge
• Comfortable accommodations (take a nap if you like)
• Swimming (including early morning swims with the “polar bears”)
• Card games & puzzles
• Crafts
• And more

Our program leader, Beth Gunn, is the Associate for Youth for the Presbytery of Western North Carolina with a 
particular emphasis in the field of Recreation Ministry. We are in good hands!

In order to make this retreat affordable for as many in our church family as possible, we’re setting up 3-tiered pricing 
and allowing you to choose which one to pay. We’ll also have additional scholarship funds. (More on that in future 
Spires.)

Please save the date and plan to gather with your faith community. Given the two years we’ve all experienced, this 
should be an especially sweet church family reunion. Newer members are particularly invited – the retreat is a great 
way to get acquainted with more FPC folks. FPC’s longer-time members will enjoy a wonderful chance to reconnect 
as well.  Questions? Contact Rev. Spencer Parks via email at spencer@menucha.org. 

Palm Sunday Brunch at Menucha
It’s been a long time since we’ve been able to gather this way - it’s exciting! Plan 
ahead to gather at Menucha for brunch on Palm Sunday, April 10, 2022. This 
beloved annual event features a lovely lunch from Menucha’s amazing kitchen. 
Hot cross buns will be included in meal (but not for sale). After lunch, everyone is 
free to walk Menucha’s gorgeous grounds or linger for conversation with friends. 
Newcomers are especially welcome and encouraged to attend! Tickets are $20 for 
ages 13 and up; $15 for ages 7-12; and kids 0-6 eat for free. Rides can be arranged. 
Scholarships available upon request; please speak with a pastor. For the safety of all 

guests, proof of vaccination will be required. You can buy your tickets today after worship at Coffee Hour or online 
at this link: https://bit.ly/PalmSundayBrunch22

OGHS Offering Dedicated on 
Palm Sunday
“And you will be called the repairer of the breach, the 
restorer of the streets in which to dwell." Isaiah 58:12 

The One Great Hour of 
Sharing (OGHS) supports 
programs designed to 
“repair the breaches” in 
our society.  Through this 
special Lenten offering, 
we come together as 
Presbyterians to share 
God’s love around the 
world, providing relief 
from natural disasters, 
food for the hungry, and support for the poor and 
oppressed. Church programs have a long-term focus; 
we partner with communities to address root causes as 
well.

“The OGHS ministries are driven, not so much by who 
the recipients are, but by who WE are—faithful and 
generous followers of Christ Jesus,” writes the Rev. 
Joseph Johnson of Evergreen Presbyterian Church in 
Dothan, Alabama.

FPC Certified as an Earth Care 
Congregation
In March, First Presbyterian Church was one of 292 
congregations to become certified by the Presbyterian 
Church USA, as an Earth Care Congregation. Many 
church members have contributed skills, time and 
materials toward creation-friendly actions. Session 
committed to the Earth Care Pledge that states: “the 
earth and all creation are God’s.” It calls us to action 
in those four areas – worship, education, facilities and 
outreach – to work for peace and justice, and to “protect 
and restore the earth for its own sake.” To qualify, we 
scored at least 25 points each in the four areas. A new 
Earth Care team started meeting by Zoom shortly after 
the pandemic started and chose to focus on this program. 
Team members interviewed committee chairs, pastors 
and members to find out what had been accomplished, 
then set goals for new activities to undertake. The 
program provides many ideas for what we could be 
doing to be stewards of Creation. Each year after 
the initial certification, we recertify to keep moving 
forward on this important journey of stewardship. All 
are welcome to join us and share ideas for how we can 
be more faithful to God’s call. Contact Jenny at email 
jehrestore@gmail.com   

April 20 Evening Congregational Meeting Online 
Session is calling a meeting online by Zoom of the congregation for Wednesday evening April 20 at 7:00 pm. 

The Zoom information is:

https://bit.ly/AprilCongregationalMeeting

Meeting ID: 814 4920 6229

Session is calling an online congregational meeting to vote on two items: 

1) to approve needed changes to the church bylaw changes that Session is recommending

2) to vote on a proposal from the Personnel Committee regarding a compensation item for a member of pastoral staff.  
(The congregation votes on such items for installed pastoral staff).  

This Zoom meeting has been set for Wednesday evening, April 20th at 7pm, to allow members from the Session’s 
Governance Group to present the bylaw changes.  Members on the active roll are able to vote, and anyone involved 
in the church’s life is welcome to attend.

Background papers for the meeting will be posted as a link from the emailed church weekly newsletter later this 
month, and will also be available on request from the church office by leaving a phone message at (503) 228-7331, 
or by email at office@firstpresportland.org.  
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...and every stone shall cry
by Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministry

One of my favorite hymns is #160 in our hymnal, A Stable Lamp Is Lighted. It is often sung at Christmas (we sang it 
this past Christmas Eve), with its gentle lullaby-like tune by David Hurd. But the text by Richard Wilbur (who won 
the Pulitzer Prize for poetry twice, and served as Poet Laureate of the United States in 1987-1988) reminds us that 
Christmas is only the beginning of the story. The hymn takes us from the incarnation to the triumphal entry to the 
crucifixion to the resurrection. 

A stable lamp is lighted whose glow shall wake the sky;

the stars shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry.

And every stone shall cry, and straw like gold shall shine;

a barn shall harbor heaven, a stall become a shrine.

This child through David’s city shall ride in triumph by;

the palm shall strew its branches, and every stone shall cry.

And every stone shall cry, though heavy, dull, and dumb,

and lie within the roadway to pave his kingdom come.

Yet he shall be forsaken, and yielded up to die;

the sky shall groan and darken, and every stone shall cry.

And every stone shall cry, for hearts made hard by sin:

God’s blood upon the spearhead, God’s love refused again.

But now, as at the ending, the low is lifted high;

the stars shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry.

And every stone shall cry, in praises of the child

by whose descent among us the worlds are reconciled.

As we move toward and through Holy Week to Easter, I hope you will include this beautiful hymn in your prayers. 
Grace and peace to you.
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Rummage Sale on May 15
Due to the pandemic, Alder House Learning Center 
closed and gifted much of their toys, books, office 
supplies and more to the church. We are working to 
clear out the area to be able to uses the space for other 
purposes. The Youth Group will be hosting a sale of the 
items on Sunday, May 15, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. 
Members and guest are welcome to come fill a bag for 
$5. Bigger items will be priced as marked. The funds 
raised at this sale will go to support upcoming mission 
trips for our youth including an international trip. Stop 
by to find a deal and bring a friend! 

Volunteers Needed for Community 
Meals 
FPC is teaming up with a new 
mission partner Community 
Meals to provide a once a month 
dinner for our neighbors in the 
Rosenbaum Plaza located just one 
block from the church. Come cook, 
serve, and share a meal for the 
first Thursday of the month starting in May. We need at 
least 5 more people to join the team and ask that people 
commit to volunteering for six months, so that we can 
build relationships with our neighbors. To sign up to 
help or learn more, contact Pastor Brenna.

Senior High Youth Gathering
On February 27, we had a youth and family gathering 
for our Sr. High group. Together we reflected on the 
season of Lent and different ways to observe this time 
in the church year that is not based in self-denial. One 
alternative way of doing this that we talked about was by 
serving others.  We then when and put this practice into 
action as we cleaned the streets around the church and 
the Julie West parking lot and patio. A fun time was had 
by all!

Tuesday Women’s Book Group
Welcome to women wishing to join or visit our FPC book group!  We read wonderful books and 
have very interesting discussions.  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 5, at 11:00 am.  We 
meet, via Zoom, until noon and then have about 15 minutes of social time.  Our April book will 
be “The Midnight Library” by Matt Haig with a discussion facilitated by Kelly Farrell-Oliverson.  
Please contact Jan Mittelstaedt if you would like to be added to the list and to receive a Zoom link 
for the meeting.


