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A New Name for the Whitman Room?

“The church of Christ in every age/ beset by change but spirit led
Must claim and test its heritage/ and keep on rising from the dead...”
from the hymn “A Church of Christ in Every Age” by Fred Pratt Green

Marcus and Narcissa Whitman were Presbyterian missionaries in the Walla Walla area in the 1830’s and ‘40s. They,
and several other individuals, were killed by some of the Cayuse Indians, and their story was greatly publicized
starting a few decades after their death. Historians, public figures, pastors, and academics built up the Whitmans’
fame, but many of these individuals were hyperbolic and inaccurate in their accounts. After reading Murder at the
Mission by Blaine Harden and other carefully-researched books on the subject, many FPC members are considering
whether the Whitman name best represents the values and ideals of our congregation.
A two-hour presentation and discussion on this topic took place in late January and early February with many
participants, viewpoints, and suggestions. A display containing some of the information will be available in the
chapel narthex starting in late April. Church members are encouraged to become more informed by viewing this
exhibit before Session considers the issue in the coming months.

Registration is Open for Walk the Wildwood

A Glorious Celebration of Easter!
Many thank yous to all who participated in flowering
the Easter cross! The cross turned out beautifully and we
couldn’t thank Lori Webb, Lauren Deming, and Sally Fish
enough for helping coordinate this joyful addition to our
Easter celebrations. John Bates and Steve Snodderly built
the cross themselves, and numerous individuals and families
contributed flowers from their home gardens!

You are invited! Saturday, August 13 is “Walk the Wildwood,” an event
supporting Good Shepherd Primary School and Kamwenge Secondary and
Vocational School in rural Kamwenge, Uganda. Our church has an ongoing
relationship with Partners in Mission (PIM), the non-profit which supports
these schools, having sent three mission groups to Uganda since 2015, with
plans for another team to travel there in 2023. Read more and register online at
https://pim-africa.org/walk-oregon and please invite friends to register and
walk, too. You may choose either the 3.5 mile walk or the 7.5 mile walk. Both routes begin at the Stevens Pavilion of
Portland’s Hoyt Arboretum and end there with lunch.
Cost is $50 for ages 18 and up, $25 for ages 7-17, and free for kids aged 0-6. The family maximum is $125. Boxed
lunches (prepared by Menucha) are included with your registration; souvenir t-shirts designed by FPC member
Claire Primack are available for $10. If you are unable to participate in the walk, you can support the new carpentry/
welding shop by making a donation through the same web link above.
We’re delighted that all registration fees and any other event donations will help build a new carpentry/welding
shop for the vocational school. Currently, students learn carpentry in a simple shed with open-slat walls and no
electricity. A solid new structure will allow them to house more sophisticated tools and provide additional space to
accommodate an expanding number of students in a closed and secure building. In this new space, the Kamwenge
community’s children (whose parents are refugees and subsistence farmers) will learn life-changing skills and see
hope for a brighter future. Questions? Contact Kathryn Hill (hillka@teleport.com).

Pastor’s Pen
D id you know that Easter is not just one day but a whole joyful season in the life

of the church? Easter day kicks off the 50 days of Eastertide. It is a time to reflect on
resurrection, hope, love and the promise of new life. These are all things we need to
hear about in the world right now. The Easter season comes to a spectacular end on
Pentecost, where we celebrate the gift of the church receiving the Holy Spirit.
It was a joy to be able to gather together around the table on Maundy Thursday and
it was sobering to hear the story of Jesus’s journey to the cross. Easter morning
was special day as we welcomed back many of our members and met many new
neighbors as we together cried out, Christ has risen, he has risen indeed! This
month, we are also preparing for another special day in the life of the church, Pentecost. We hope you will join
us again to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit to guide the work of the Church in the world. After worship
service, you are invited to keep the celebration going with our “Pentecost Paella on the Plaza.” We are so
excited to be able to be together as a church family and to be able to welcome new friends to our community.
Blessings,
Pastor Brenna

Interested in Confirmation Classes
in 2022-23?

Sunday Mornings
Children's Ministry 2022

The church has not offered a confirmation class in two
years, so we have some catching up to do! What is
confirmation you might be asking? Excellent question.
Confirmation is a process that provides young people
the opportunity to intentionally learn and reflect on the
Christian faith and what it means to them. Over several
months, youth will meet weekly to learn about scripture,
church history, and the Presbyterian tradition and will be
equipped with tools to tell their own story of faith. Do
you know a young person, 8th grade or older, who may
be interested in taking part in Confirmation next year?
The course will take place over several months, but
program will be built around the participants themselves.
If you have interest, please reach out to Pastor Carmen at
cgoetschius@firstpresportland.org as soon as possible.

Theme for the year:
Every one of us has a part to play in God’s story

February 6th- Family Sunday (no Sunday School)
February 13th- Sunday School
February 20th- Sunday School
February 27th- Arts and Music Sunday
March 6th- Family Sunday (no Sunday School)
March 13th- Sunday School
March 20th- No Sunday School (Spring Break)
March 27th- Arts and Music Sunday
April 3rd- Family Sunday (no Sunday School)
April 10th- Sunday School (Palm Sunday)
April 17th- Sunday School (Easter)
April 24th- Arts and Music Sunday
May 1st- Family Sunday (no Sunday School)
May 11th- Sunday School
May 15th- Sunday School
May 22nd - Sunday School
May 29th- Arts and Music Sunday
Questions? Please contact Pastor Carmen
cgoetschius@firstpresportland.org

Easter Joy!

FPC member
Margaret Maes
snapped this quick
picture of her son,
Lucho (alongside his
sister, Cami) making
sure his prayers are
heard during Easter

On Easter Sunday, we welcomed more children to worship than we have seen in many
years! The kids who gathered for the Children’s Sermon learned the story of Christ’s
resurrection through brightly colored dyed eggs. Each child received their own hardboiled egg and on the count of three, were invited to Crack! the eggs on the top of their
heads. The sound of dozens of eggs cracking at once is pretty special! The noise echoes
through the sanctuary like Jesus has just burst his way into resurrection. It was a joyous
day, indeed!

Sunday service.

During these tumultuous times...
Stephen Ministers are trained, caring church members,
who visit and support people in heavy times. If you are
interested in setting up a Stephen Minister visit, or would
like more information, please contact Pastor Brenna or
Pastor Audrey at office@firstpresportland.org.
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Labor Day Retreat Update

Rev. Schindler on Sabbatical through May and June
We’re thrilled that FPC’s annual Labor Day Retreat at Menucha
is happening again! Dates are September 2-4. The Fellowship
Committee wants as many FPC community members as possible to
attend, so we’re offering…

Session has approved for Rev. Schindler to take a second block of sabbatical leave (deferred from earlier in the
pandemic) from May through July 7. (A three-month sabbatical every six years is now part of all pastoral calls in our
Presbytery to help renew pastors for their service and ministry). During the sabbatical, Rev. Brenna Dykman will be
our Acting Head of Staff, and will cover all parts of this role, (emails for Audrey will be diverted to Brenna).

· Saturday-only option! If you can’t commit for the whole weekend,
come on Saturday morning and enjoy a full day of fun with lunch
and dinner included.

Audrey is thankful to the congregation and Session for this time of renewal, especially valued after the past several
years of helping guide the church in the season of the pandemic. She and her husband, Bruce, plan travels to Eastern
Oregon and British Columbia. We join in wishing her well for this leave!

· Three-tier pricing! Depending on your financial circumstances,
you pick the price that fits for you.

May Art Exhibit: Michele Bufton

· Scholarship fund! If the lowest tier price would still be a problem for you, speak with Pastor Spencer. That’s what
our scholarship fund is for!
Whether you an energetic person who wants to hike and swim or more of a take-it-easy person who enjoys jigsaw
puzzles and conversation over coffee on the porch, you are welcome at this retreat. We’ll have some activities
specifically for kids and many others that are inter-generational. Come enjoy delicious meals, creative worship, and
catching up with your church community in a beautiful setting.
More info will be coming soon. For now, please mark your calendar and plan to join us. Questions? Contact Lauren
Deming (laurendeming511@gmail.com).

Art in the Christian Church - From Genesis to Catacombs, Cathedrals
and Beyond
Liturgical artist, Greg J. Lewis will take us on a visual journey
through 2000 years of Christian church art in a slide/video
format presentation. Greg is actively engaged in planning and
creating custom artworks for liturgical environments. Together
we will trace the great periods of art and architecture that have
influenced our Christian worship spaces of today. Through the
church’s signs and symbols, we gain purpose and meaning for
our faith and for future generations. This program series will
be in-person only, from 12-1:00 pm in Calvin Library on the
following Sundays: April 24, May 1, May 15, May 22, and June
12.

An exhibition titled Michele Bufton: ‘All for Love’ is scheduled to take place at First Presbyterian Church from May
1 to June 25, 2022. The opening reception is scheduled for Sunday, May 1, 11:30 am-1:00 pm. This special exhibit
marks the two-and-a-half year anniversary since the passing of Michele Bufton, a plein air (outdoor) painter, studio
painter and key leader/supporter/advocate of the arts.
Born on a U.S. Air Force Base in Morocco, Africa and then whisked off to Spain for a number of years, Michele’s
introduction to the world was one of respect for varying cultures as well as her own. Michele began painting at an
early age, when she became an apprentice to her mother, a professional artist.
Michele’s heart found beauty in simple things which often get overlooked in our daily lives. She was inspired by
memories and places, but her favorite place of all remained Oregon. Interactions in life, countless landscapes and the
play of light, all translate into a colorful view through which we can appreciate another’s perspective.
The desire to express this passion for the world led Michele on a beautiful and amazing journey. She never missed
weekly painting sessions with her artist friends (no matter how challenging her health issues or how cold the
weather). She continuously worked to improve her skills and deepen her insight with all things that surround us. To
say that she had a passion for painting is an understatement. Michele lived to paint and those of us who knew her
became better people for having such a wonderful friend.
(A special thanks to Michele’s husband, Steve Bufton, for making the exhibition possible.)

April 24: Session 1 – God’s Signs and Symbols - The Tabernacle
of Moses & the Temple of Solomon
May 1: Session II – Rome vs. Christians - The Edict of Milan and the Council of Nicaea
May 15: Session III – Art & Architecture Heritage - The Sources of Artistic Evolution
May 22: Session IV – The Liturgical Year - International Worship Spaces
June 12: Session V – Modern Church Art & Architecture - Conclusions: The Church’s Art Future
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FPC Actions to Care for Creation, Past and Planned

Celebration Works Season Finale
by Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministry

The final CW concert of the 2021-2022 season will be on Sunday, May 15, at 2:00 pm, and
will feature organist Katherine Burk playing FPC’s Jaeckel pipe organ. Her varied program,
entitled Heaven/Heavens, will feature music inspired by images and ideas of what lies
beyond our earthly realm. Works by Erik Santos and Cecilia McDowall depict celestial
bodies, while music by Nicolas de Grigny, Marcel Dupré, and Olivier Messiaen provides
meditations on Heaven, the spiritual destination.
Originally from Lawrence, KS, Katie is the daughter of a church musician, and decided to
join the family business. She’s currently the Organ Scholar at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
here in Portland, and is finishing her doctorate at Indiana University with Christopher Young
(my teacher!) She also earned the MM degree in organ at IU and the BM degree in organ
and music education from St. Olaf College (Pastor Audrey’s alma mater). Katie is a gifted
conductor, singer, composer, bluegrass guitarist, and just an all-around great person, and I know you will enjoy her
program. And if you’re still on the fence, there will be a reception with Menucha cookies and other tasty treats,
gourmet coffee from Spella Caffè, and the opportunity to mingle with the artist and other patrons.

Being an Earth Care Congregation is an ongoing long-term process. We started by documenting actions we have
taken. This was a cause for celebration for the Earth Care Team as they found that we were doing more than we were
aware of. You might be wondering what some of these things were. Here are some of the items that counted toward
First Presbyterian Church receiving its Earth Care Congregation certification from the Presbyterian Church, USA.
Worship
We held Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services outdoors at Menucha and Blessing of the Animals Ceremony for
St. Francis Day.
Outreach
• Youth members participating in a SOLV-sponsored trash pick-up.
• The Earth Care Team endorsed letters from Neighborhoods Associations affected by
health threatening industrial pollution requesting that mitigation devices be installed.
Education
•

Held two series on the Biblical and Theological foundations for Earth Care.

•

Placed articles in the Spire regularly to inform and educate on earth care.

And finally, thanks so much to everyone who made a gift toward next season earlier this year. We came very close
to reaching our ambitious goal, and are looking forward to presenting another wonderful series of concerts for CW’s
20th-anniversary season!

Buildings and Grounds
• Installed energy-efficient LED bulbs and fixtures to replace incandescent and fluorescent lights, high-efficiency
furnaces, and storm-windows in some locations.
• Installed water-efficient toilets and facets in selected areas.

Save the Date for Pentecost Paella on the Plaza

But we can’t rest on our laurels. Earth Care Congregations need to requalify each year. Although we only must
get half the points we got in our first year, we can’t count things we have already done. Still, there are umpteen
possibilities for further teaching, activities and building upgrades to requalify and more importantly, make our
church practices more Creation-friendly and bring members together for learning and participation. Some priorities
for 2022 include evaluating the feasibility of solar energy for the Parish House, more educational series, advocacy
for the climate and a web page. Send an email to jehrestore@gmail.com if you have any ideas for 2022 actions or
would like to join the team. This is an all-church effort and all committees and groups are encouraged to participate.

On Sunday, June 5, plan to remain after worship for Pentecost Paella on the
Plaza! Paella is a delicious dish that originated in the Valencia region of Spain.
We’ll be enjoying Menucha’s seafood and meatless versions in a special, festive
celebration of being person-to-person post-pandemic (or so we hope)! More
details on ingredients will be in next month’s Spire. For now, please save the date.
This outdoor meal promises a practically perfect repast with your fellow FPC
parishioners!

Tuesday Women’s Book Group
The Tuesday Women’s Book Club will meet on Tuesday, May 3 at 11:00 am on Zoom. Our book is
“Tightrope” by Nicolas Kristof and Sheryl Wu Dunn. Norma Fales will lead the discussion. A national
bestseller, it deals with the crisis in working class America and focuses on solutions. To join, contact
Marilyn Weber at mlwschatzi@gmail.com.

Volunteers Needed For A Variety of Projects!
Bulletins & Spire - While we have a dedicated cadre of weekly assistants, we sometimes need additional folks
to help with stuffing bulletin announcements/inserts, as well as folding and sorting the monthly Spire. If you’re
interested and available during weekday office hours (Tuesday-Thursday, 10:00 am-4:00 pm) we would love to add
you to the list! Please email Jennifer at communications@firstpresportland.org.
Lay Readers - As we grow more comfortable with in-person worship service, so does our need for Sunday scripture
readers. If you’re available and interested, please sign up here: https://bit.ly/FPCLayReaders
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-From the Earth Care Team, meets first Wednesday of month from 5:00-6:00pm

Prayer Shawl Ministry at First Presbyterian Church
In 2013, several women started a Ministry for our Church which has brought much happiness and comfort to many
in our congregation. A knitting group was formed with the purpose of creating colorful and warm shawls for
members of our church family who have had illness and health issues, those in sorrow for the loss of a loved one, or
those in care centers who need some comfort and warmth. In addition there is a program where smaller shawls are
knitted for children when they are baptized at First Church, and also shawls for our high school graduates. Prayer
Shawls are a tangible reminder to those in need that they are cared for and prayed for by our congregation.
Several times a year, after the knitters have completed a number of these, there is a Blessing of the Prayer Shawls
in the Sunday Church service. One was just held in mid-December, coupled with the Children’s Moment so that on
that occasion, the children were able to lay their hands on each shawl. It was a very special way to bless the shawls.
If a member wants to gift a shawl they only need to reach out to one of the Pastoral staff or to one of our Deacons. In
addition, if someone wants to become a knitter, they can contact Kathryn Hill at hillka@teleport.com
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