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Join us for Youth Sunday on August 28
On Sunday, August 28, Pastor Brenna and our FPC youth will be leading worship and sharing their Youth Trip 
experiences serving in the Yakama Nation with SLAM. This month, eight youth and four adults spent a week 
on the reservation learning about the history of the Confederated Tribes of the Yakama Valley, along with their 
ever-vibrant culture. The youth worked alongside their service project team honoring an elder in the community 
with home maintenance and repair. It was a week of faith and fun, and we hope you will join us in worship to hear 
more!

Walk the Wildwood in Support of Uganda Schools
Our first Walk the Wildwood is off to a great start. On Saturday, August 13, over 50 people (FPC members and 
more) will be walking to support ongoing efforts at Good Shepherd Primary School and Kamwenge Secondary 
and Vocational School in Kamwenge, Uganda. Registration closes August 1 but contributions will still be 
accepted at https://pim-africa.org/walk-oregon. 
Funds raised from this event will support building a new Carpentry/Welding Shop at the Vocational School. 
Currently the students are working in a structure with only a roof and open-slat walls. The new structure will 
allow them to house more sophisticated tools and provide additional space, to accommodate an expanding number 
of students, in a closed and secure building. We’re excited to help students gain new skills and new hope for their 
futures.
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Pastor’s Pen

A s we come to what are known as the “dog days” of summer, some will tell you 
that this name derives from dogs lounging in the heat, too hot to bestir themselves.   
Other say this name harkens back further, to when the ancient Greeks noticed 
that the star Sirus, in Canis Major (a constellation they saw as resembling a 
seated dog) appeared to rise in the early part of August alongside our sun.   They 
believed the combined strength of that star and our sun made this the hottest time 
of the year.  

Amid at times unseasonable heat, high summer seems a time to 
rest and renew, to gather strength for all that the fall will hold.  
In the life of the church, we’re preparing for the Labor Day 
Retreat at Menucha in the Columbia Gorge, where you can 
renew connections with church friends.

This has also been a season that has held losses of dear church members, a time of saying farewell to those who 
have meant so much.  We pray God’s comfort for their families, and pray that God would hold those now gone 
in God’s great love, now that they’re beyond our sight.  

Meanwhile we take comfort in the ancient words of Isaiah: 

… neither heat nor sun shall strike them: 

for God who has mercy on them shall lead them, 

even by the springs of water shall he guide them.

Wishing you God’s peace amid the dog days of summer, 

Stephen Ministers are trained, caring church members, who 
visit and support people in heavy times.  If you are interested 

in setting up a Stephen Minister visit, or would like more 
information, please contact Pastor Brenna or Pastor Audrey at 

office@firstpresportland.org.

In Memoriam
Our hearts and thoughts are with those 
who have had recent losses, including 

Donna Maling on the loss of her husband 
Steve, Sara Hortenstine on the loss of her 
husband John, Jean Meihoff on the loss of 
her husband Walt, Sue Miller’s family on 
her passing, and Tom Showalter’s family.  

At this time, memorials have been planned 
for Walt Meihoff on August 16 at 2:00 pm, 
John Hortenstine on August 20 at 11:00 am, 

and Sue Miller on August 27 at 10:00 
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New Artist Showcase - Leslie Pohl-Kosbau and Jo Marie Ray
Now is the Time : Images of Life
July 3-August 28, 2022
Leslie Pohl-Kosbau               
“Interpreting a visual world is a challenge that I find intriguing. Becoming an image maker through printmaking 
has allowed me to explore various ways of expressing beauty, joy, pain, hardship, and questions about life and 
death. I respect the talents of thinkers, dreamers and creators who are a part of the human family. These may 
be tile setters, carpenters, farmers, shopkeepers and more. They are often invisible to us as we scurry about. 
Reflecting on these lives and accomplishments is what I hope to achieve. Being a creature of nature, I admire the 
workings of forests, wetlands, and the beauty of it all. I recognize destruction at the hand of humans, but hope for 
our redemption.”
Jo Marie Ray
“I am an observer.  I like the nature around me and use it in my art.  I am especially drawn to birds and wildlife in 
the neighborhood.  I enjoy watching their behavior and interactions, and I often attach my observations of them 
in the names I give to each piece. Contemplation and solitude and other recurring themes that seem to show up, 
especially with the figures in my art.  Printmaking has given me many ways to get an image on a plate.  I truly 
enjoy taking workshops and working with other artists and learning new techniques.”

You’re Not Just Invited – You’re Needed! 
Registration will close on August 15 for the Labor Day Retreat at Menucha, 
September 2-4. Please join us and re-connect with your faith community. Your 
participation will help FPC be a stronger, healthier church. Our program theme is 
“Telling Our Stories” and “Church Family Reunion.”  
Options: If you can’t come for the whole weekend – or prefer to sleep at home – 
register to come on Saturday and/or come for Sunday’s special BBQ lunch with 
vegetarian and vegan options. (Registration is necessary so Menucha can prepare 
enough food. No drop-ins, please.)
Participate at the level that is comfortable for you. We hope everyone will be part 
of the morning’s intergenerational program. Past that, high energy people could 
swim, hike, play outdoor games, walk/jog the “Menucha Meander” around the 
property and dance. People looking for a more relaxed time could read, watch lawn games from a chair on the 
terrace, nap, talk with a few people over a jigsaw puzzle, or play bridge.
Cost is flexible (choose what fits your situation) and scholarships for members are also available. If the “pay a 
little less” price is still difficult, members should contact Pastor Spencer at (503) 695-2243 and we will work 
something out. (That’s what scholarship funds are there for!) Conversely, if you are weathering the pandemic well 
and can pay more, you can be a blessing to others.
Please visit the FPC website - https://bit.ly/MenuchaLaborDay - for full information and to register. If you have 
questions, please contact retreat registrar Ann Walsh (ann.walsh@gmail.com). 
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Salt Shakers is Back!
 If you don’t know what Salt Shakers is, then you are just the person to sign up for these fellowship small group 
potluck dinners. They are meant to help people get to know each other in the comfort of each others’ homes. Each 
person or couple will meet 4 times during the year, taking one turn holding a potluck dinner in their home, with 
three other persons/couples. Each quarter you will have dinner with a completely different set of church members, 
so you will meet a good cross section of friendly people randomly selected from those who have signed up. 
We haven’t had Salt Shakers since 2019, and there is one thing different about the schedule: it starts in 
September! The first quarter dinner will be held sometime between September 1 and November 30, at the 
discretion of the appointed host. Most hosts will contact their randomly assigned guests via email and suggest a 
few dates for the dinner and, after getting responses, will let them know the date decided on.
To sign up for Salt Shakers 2022-2023 or learn more you can find Jean Smith, the organizer, in Geneva Hall every 
Sunday in August after worship service, or you can email her at: jeanels53@gmail.com 
The deadline is Sunday, August 28.


