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Dear friends in Christ,

As we enter August, the waning days of summer are upon us, with time to make one more trip to the coast, to sit out on 
 the deck for one more sunset, to fit in one more trip down the river, before the pace will quicken again for fall.  

This past month marked the launch of the new Menucha as an independent retreat and conference center, yet with
continued ties to our church. Rev. Spencer Parks remains on our staff, with most of his time dedicated to Menucha, and 
 we look forward to continued retreats at Menucha, including the Labor Day retreat coming up next month. I hope you 
 will make plans to come, either for the entire retreat or a part of it, or for the picnic on the final Sunday for this time of
connecting and renewal. Please join us after church on August 27 for a time of cake and celebrating the church’s ministry
over the years at Menucha! 

This month on August 12, we will have a Walk the Wildwood fellowship event to benefit the Kamwenge School in Uganda
with whom we partner. Over the summer, we’ve continued to serve with the Community Dinners initiative, and to host
dinners at Alder House near the church. At the end of August, we’ll hear of the youth mission trip to the Philippines and
the service they did, as well as the adventures they experienced!

Plans continue for the rebuilding of our Julia West site into supported housing, drawing on funds awarded in recent
grants. We hope to break ground on this project early in the new year.  

Much is happening as we prepare for a time of renewed energy in the church’s life this fall. For now, we pause and draw
breath, taking time to pray in the words of poet Diane Karay,

     Everlasting God, from age to age and day to day, 
     your love for us never diminishes. 
     You constantly enfold us with extravagant care, 
     desiring that we make your love the center and anchor of our lives.  
     How else shall we live if not grounded in your love?  
     Anchor us, Lord, securely in your presence, 
     and fortify us with your unshakable peace.  

Wishing you Christ’s peace to keep your heart, 

Audrey

Pastor's Pen

1200 SW Alder St, Portland Oregon 97205
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Six women, six artists, six friends make up Studio Six. We are that composite of women; mothers, grandmothers and great
grand-mothers, sisters, aunts, single, married, widowed, divorced and we are all, all of us, artists. We found each other in art
classes, critique groups, galleries, art conventions, and through our art buddies. 

We are that composite of artists; painters, sketchers,  sculptors, collage-artists, quilters, makers-of-books. Oh, my,  and don’t we
love our tools: graphite, watercolors, acrylics, clay, oil-and-cold-wax, pastels, charcoal, fabric, collage, brushes, paper, scissors, 
 technology, and found objects. As artists, we run the gamut from realistic to not; impressionists, yes; abstract expressionists,
definitely. 

 We meet every month to share our art, our new discoveries, our sensibilities, our stories along with a delicious bit of food, and
coffee, lots of coffee. We laugh, we ponder, we cry, (mostly about our art), but not always. We are learners and explorers; trying
new techniques, new media, always pushing ourselves to be better expressions of ourselves. Our common love is art and what it
makes of us. We hope to do this for many years to come - as artists, as women, as friends. 

 Amanda James, Barbara Lae, Donna Zenobia Saffir, Jean Dupre, Judy Robison, Rose West
Join us on Sunday, August 6, 11:30-1 for the Opening Reception. Meet the artists and enjoy refreshments.

Chapel Gallery Hours
 Tues-Thurs 10-4, Sun 10:30-12:30

Join us for Youth Sunday on August 27

                                                                                   On Sunday, August 27, Pastor Brenna and our FPC youth will be leading  
                                                                                   worship and sharing about their international mission trip to the island of 
                                                                                   Leyte in the Philippines. In the month of July, six youth and four adults  
                                                                                   traveled over thirty hours to learn and serve at the Ingan Leyte Project (ILP), 
                                                                                   founded by FPC member Marci Hope. Our youth painted the fence around the 
                                                                                   new community center, along with helping with landscaping. They also 
                                                                                   learned about how ILP is helping to support the local community by providing 
                                                                                   programs focused on Health, Education, Livelihood, Peace and Faith,  
                                                                                   Sustainability and Sponsorship (H.E.L.P.S). Please join us to learn more! 

Studio Six Exhibition
 Point of View of Six Women as Artists and Friends

 August 6 to September 24



Now’s the time to register for the All Church Labor Day Retreat, Sept. 1-3. Enjoy Menucha’s spectacular scenery, marvelous
meals, and a meaningful program. Whether you want an active weekend including swimming and hiking or would rather take
things easy, you’ll love this time to connect with our church community, draw closer to God and marvel at creation in the
Columbia River Gorge. And whether you’re new to our church family or have been here for years, there’s a place for you at
Menucha. Think about bringing a friend or grandchildren, too. This event is for everyone in the FPC community.
 
Our retreat weekend includes: 
·       Program with the Rev. Dr. George Anderson called “Seeing Sacramentally; A Celtic Perspective.”
·       Multi-generational games and program
·       Worship including evening vespers and Sunday morning communion
·       Special Sunday BBQ picnic lunch with vegan options
·       Lawn games
·       Leisurely walks around Menucha’s 102 acres in the Columbia Gorge
·       Comfortable accommodations (take a nap if you like)
·       Swimming (including early morning swims with the “polar bears”)
·       Card games & puzzles
·       Crafts
·       And more!

Everyone can afford it! Here’s how:
·       Three tiers of pricing – you select which one best fits your financial situation. Tier 2 is the actual cost. If you need to pay a 
        little less, choose Tier 1. If you can afford to pay a little more, choose Tier 3.
·       If the least expensive tier would still not work for you, the session has provided funds for scholarships. Contact Pastor 
        Spencer Parks by August 12 at spencer@menucha.org or 503-695-2243.

Newer members are particularly invited – the retreat is a great way to get acquainted with more FPC folks. FPC’s longer-time
members always enjoy a wonderful chance to re-connect as well. Questions? Contact retreat registrar Paula Carpenter at
paulacarpenter26@gmail.com.

                                                   Working as the facility manager for First Presbyterian Church of Portland has been exciting and 
                                                   challenging at times. Early on, it became apparent that the church bell needed restoration. Reading 
                                                   through historical church documents, I learned the bell was cast in Troy, New York, in 1863 by the 
                                                   Meneely Bell Foundry. At that time, the Civil War made bronze scarce, so they mostly used silver. It is 
                                                   believed the bell is made up of about 40% Bronze and 60% Silver. This has never been officially verified, 
                                                   but the bell does have a silver look when polished. The bell is estimated to weigh about 900 pounds and 
                                                   was officially tolled for President Lincoln's death on April 15th, 1865. 

                                                   In the early days of Christianity, church bells were used to call people to worship. They ensured that 
                                                   everyone in the community had the opportunity to participate in religious services. Church bells were 
                                                   also used to announce important events in the community, such as births, deaths, and marriages. This
helped keep everyone informed of what was happening in their community .

In addition to their practical uses, church bells also have a symbolic meaning. The sound of a church bell can be seen as a call to
repentance and a reminder of God's presence,  a symbol of hope and faith. Fixing the bell was no easy task. The bell had been
restored in 1976, by “Bud” Newport, a member of the church at the time, but had not had regular maintenance. The bolts holding
the bell to the housing had rusted through or broken off, the timer and motor were not working, and the bell was hanging loose 
and needed repairs to keep it from falling.
 
The project seemed daunting and potentially dangerous. I eventually prayed about it and asked the Lord for guidance. The next 
day I found a new, courageous ambition that I had not felt before.
 
I went up to the bell and began to disassemble the yoke from the housing and built a support system of 
lumber for the bell to rest on. As soon I started working, I could feel the Holy Spirit guiding my hands; 
every task began to feel simple and effortless. 

Every rusted bolt I worked on came off with ease. I could clearly understand the mechanics and operation 
of the bell, and was no longer working alone because I could feel God’s presence. Everything came together
and the needed repairs were made. The Historic Bell Tolls Again in Portland! 

John Kelly - Facility Manager

You're Invited to the Labor Day Retreat! Register Today! FPC's Church Bell Restored

                                                                                                 The First Presbyterian Church of Portland is planning a trip to the Holy Land  
                                                                                                 for the fall of 2024, and you are invited to participate! The stories of scripture 
                                                                                                 will come to life on this 11-day journey led by Pastor Carmen and Pastor Brenna 
                                                                                                 as we walk along the Sea of Galilee and pray in the Garden of Gethsemane. We 
                                                                                                 will experience modern religious traditions by worshiping with Palestinian 
                                                                                                 Christians as we walk down the Mount of Olives and consider the meaning of 
                                                                                                 the resurrection at the empty tomb. Our hope is to build deep and lasting 
                                                                                                 relationships among participants and grow in our knowledge of God at work in 
                                                                                                 the world. A detailed itinerary can be found by clicking here. Reach out to 
                                                                                                 Pastor Carmen or Pastor Brenna with any questions you might have.
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Women's Book Club

Speaker Rev. Dr. George Anderson

The Women’s Book Club will begin our new season on September 12 (note: second Tuesday) in the
Heritage Room at noon. We invite anyone who has an interest in reading, exchanging ideas, and
socializing to join us. Please contact Marilyn Weber at mlwschatzi@gmail.com for more
information.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the “Soft Goods and Book” collection! We
brought in 3,123lbs of soft goods and 1,631lbs of books. We raised over $700 to help
support this year’s international youth trip to the Philippines! 

Soft Goods and Book Drive

Holy Land Pilgrimage
October 29 - November 8, 2024
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