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Portland Winter Light Festival

Our church is participating for the third year in the Portland Winter Ligl'nt Fesliva|,
happening February 2-10. This event brings communities together citywi&e through
art and techno|ogy. The theme for our clisp|ay this year is “Let Justice Roll Down
Like Water.” A waterfall of |ig|1ts will cascade from our church and onto the plaza in
an illuminated poo|.

§ Our church is using the c|isp|ay to he|p raise funds for the Warm Springs
Reservation, a community of 5,500 people that has been forced to re|y on bottled
¢ water since 2017. Al’chough the government is Funding a new o|rinl(ing water system
to rep|ace an older nonfunc‘cioning one, that project will not be comp|ete& for years.

: Everyone is welcome to check out our c|isp|ay (No. D47 in the |isting) anytime from
February 2-10 - and tell your friends! For more information about the Portland
Winter Lighl FestivaL visit ﬂtps://pclxw”.com/.

Soup Supper and Light Festival Stroll

The Portland Winter Ligh’ts Festival offers cheery |igh’t in the winter darkness.

Join us on Saturday, February 3, for a |ig|w’c dinner followed by a |ig|1t stroll (pun inlencle&) to see the many creative,
beautiful |ig|'1’c disp|ays in areas throughout downtown inc|uding FPC's own |ight disp|ay on the p|aza‘

We'll gather at 6:00 pm for a simple soup supper and start our walkabout loy 7:00 pm. A suggested wa”(ing route
map will be providecl but you're free to go any way you wish. Invite some friends! Bring your kids or granc“dds.

Let us know you intend to come so we can prepare enough soup. Sign up at the coffee hour in Geneva Hall or
contact Alexis Crawford in the church office at o”ice@firstprﬁ,porﬂancl.org or 503-228-7331. Suggestecl donation
for dinner is $5. For more information on our supper, contact Amy Meabe at mymeabe@gmaﬂ.com.

If you've never been to the Portland Winter Light Festival and wonder what it's all about, check out the website

Y g

https://pdxwlf.com. They say, “Get ready for an immersive journey filled with artistic illumination and dynamic
R R y say Y J Y b

pen[ormances that will undoubtec“y make this festival a higHigH of your year["
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Greetings, Church!

Valentine's Day is rigl‘lt around the corner, and soon children's classrooms across the country will be filled
with tiny candy hearts that read “You Rock” and “Be Mine.” Fel)ruary is the month of |ove, and you know
who is easy to love? Children. In my role at First Dresby’cerian Dort|an&, | have the privi|ege of caring for the
children who walk ’cl’\rough our doors and share the love of Christ with them. | also often find myse” asking,

“How might we welcome more children and families into our midst?”

| have worked at a variety of churches over the years. Some big and some small. And in every sing|e church |
have served, | have found that the most effective form of outreach to neigl’ulaors is not a glitzy ad campaign,

nor a scro”ing marquee. It isn't some fabulous event, thougl’\ those are nice.

From my experience, peop|e slide into pews on a Sunclay morning most reach|y when ’cl’\ey are invited by
someone they love and respect. They engage in conversations about faith when someone shows them God's
love in a tangib|e, meaning{u| way. When we think of "outreach", dear church, we should never

underestimate the power of a persona| invitation.

| wonder how God migh’c be |onging for us to show love to someone we know this month. Derhaps it's
’cl’\rough extending an invitation to church or to lunch or to go for a walk. Whatever the gesture, may we all

find ways to witness to the God who was and a|ways has been the one who loves us best.

Please join us for:

A
Wedwordosy

February 14, 2024
12:00 PM

The Spire page 20of8



cC-P
- Creating Fe||ows|1ip, One Nameiag ata Time!

s your nametag patient|y waiting for you'.P Don't {orget to grab yours and prouc“y wear it at our church services and
events! Take a moment to check the table in the Chape| Narthex before or after the Sunc]ay Service to find yours.

If you’re visiting with us, you can request a nametag at oﬁice@ﬁrstpr_esporﬂand.org.

Wearing nametags is l(ey to {ostering warmth and connection within our community. Name’cags create a {rienc“y
atmosphere, ma|<ing it easier for us to approach one another, greet each other by name, and share meaningltu|
conversations. They serve as a bridge that connects us on a persona| |evel, turning a room full of faces into a

gathering of friends.

If you,re unable to find your nametag or pre{er we use a different name, no worries—simp|y leave your request on the
sign-up sheet at the table. Let's continue to enhance the welcoming spirit of our church through wearing a nametag.

We look forward to seeing your name proudly displayed as we strengthen our bonds of fellowship!

Welcome to our Newest Members from 2023!

Sl |

Franl( Cl‘\own

Andrew, CaroTine
& |saac Baker

-~ -

Don Larson

Dan & Marah
Murphy

Anna Lucas Joan pa|mer
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Update on FPC’s Solar Project

While o|i|igent|y exp|oring the imp|emen’tation of a solar grid on the roof of the Parish House, we have encountered a

significant hurdle in our commitment to environmental s’cewardship‘ The Solar Team, comprising representatives from

the Finance, Faci|i’cies, and Mission Committees, solicited bids from four contractors for the installation of solar

generating panels. Through this process, we discovered engineering limitations on the downtown Pacific Power gricl.

preventing FPC from attaching a solar array at this time.

We will ac‘cive|y monitor the situation and revisit this topic if Pacific Power imp|emen’cs the requirec] circuit changes.

For those interested in de|ving o|eeper into our efforts towards solar initiatives at FPC, p|ease feel free to reach out

to Tom Moore, Mari|yn Howe, Jenny Ho|mes, or Bill Qes|ey.

Naloxone Training

Naloxone (Narcan) is a |h[e-saving medication that

halts overdoses immediate|y. Considering our
downtown |oca’cion, the church ensures the avai|abi|ity
of naloxone in the AED cabinet for emergency

situations.

We are organizing a comp|imentary training session on
the proper use of naloxone after worslﬂp on Feloruary
25, from 11:45 am to 12:30 pm in the Heri‘cage Room.
Naloxone is administered as a nasal spray, maldng it
easy to use, and its app|ication is protected by

Oregon’s ‘GDOd Samaritan’ |aws. A” FDC meml:ers

are welcome to attend.

To |1e|p us prepare for the event, kinc“y RSVP to Bill
Qe5|ey, one of our E|ders, in&icating your participation.
You can reach Bill at (713) 256-6658 or via email at
kayak500@gmail.com.

Rembrandt’s
“The Return of the procliga| Son”:

An lllumination of God’s Grace

Presented I)y Kristine Olson
Sunclay, February 25
11:45 am - 12:45 pm in Calvin Library

Join us as Kristine exp|ores the parab|e of the
prodiga| son (Luke 15:11-32) through the visual lens of
the 16th-cen‘cury Dutch artist Rembrandt van Qijn's
monumental painting The Return of the Droohga| Son.
Focusing on Rembrandt's depiction of the son, and
the father---the presentation will consider how the
painting illuminates the comp|exity of {orgiveness and

’clwe promise O{: GOCI,S grace.

Lenten Soup & Study

Join us on
February 22,29 & March 7,14, 21
from 5:30 pm for
Lenten stucly and soup supper!
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Stewardship Campaign 2024

As we are in the final weeks of First Dresbyterian's 2024 Stewardship Campaign, we
are heartened loy your faithfulness in p|edging your support for the coming year.

" This year, our Session has set a goa| of $775,000 for our pledges, and as of this wee|<,
we're at 86.5% of our goa|, with p|eches tota|ing $670,053. With just under 14% more

to go, we re confident that the support we need is still out there!

If you havent had a chance to make your commitment to First Pres, this is the moment to do it

l-n_ttps://Firstprﬁporﬂané.ccbchurch.com/goto/givlug. Whether you haven't p|edged yet or want to contribute a little

more, you can p|edge on|ine, or contact Marc Lavender, our church business administrator at

@@Hrstwport'and.org.

Our goa| is within reach and will |’1e|p us meet our l:)chget for |ive|y church programs and mission service to our city

and beyond.

The generosity you have shown to First Pres over these past tumultuous years has helpecl us responcl to the

changing needs of our city and our world. We are so close to meeting our financial goa| for 2024.

Will you help put us over the ’cop?
Gra’cefu"y,

Achrey

E FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH %
WOMEN'S RETREAT

SAVE THE
DATE

Friday - Sunday

May 3-5
2024
Menucha Retreat & Conference Center
DETAILS TO COME
e

ﬁ‘ SAVE THE DATE

WAI.K -I-HE Walk the Wildwood, our annual fundraiser for Kamwenge
Secondary and Vocational School (KSVS) in Uganda, will take

w I I_D W 0 0 D place on Saturday August 10, 2024,

Supporting Schools in Kamwenge, Uganda

First Presbyterian has had a relationship with KSVS since 2012 and began sending mission
teams there in 2015. Our church financially supports the schoaol through funding for teacher
salaries, individual student sponsorships by church members and through our annual Walk the
Wildwood fundraiser.

Our annual fundraiser has been very successful, raising about $7000 in 2022 and over $15,000
last year! Money raised has been used to build and equip the new Carpentry and Welding Shop
on the school campus. Carpentry and Welding is one of many training programs offered through
the vocational school at KSVS.

Mark your calendars now for the opportunity to take guided walks on the trails in Washington and
Forest Parks, learn more about the school and enjoy fellowship and a boxed lunch with other
participants following the walks. More information will be coming in the next months. Questions?
You can email Kathryn Hill at hillka@teleport.com.
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Another moment in time from the FPC Hisl:ory Committee...

In March of 1956, while James Welty was giving an organ recital as
part of his audition to be FPC's next music director, a member of
the selection committee, Mr. Ernest Town, had a heart attack. Mr.
- We|ty, who had been a medic in the Navy. crawled over the two
’ ba|cony rai|ings from the choir loft to the ba|cony, the first of many
times. He was the first to reach Mr. Town and tried to revive him,
but was unable to do so. After the ambulance cJepartecJ, M. We|ty
finished his organ performance. He was hired and served as music

3 director for near|y 37 years, from Sep’cember of 1956 to January of
James We|ty 1993.

A Prayer of Understanding

As February marks Black History Month, we remember the Belhar Confession, initia”y a confession of the South
African church from 1986, adop’ced l:y the PCUSA in 2016 (at the General AssemHy held in Dort|anc“), which

5pea|<s of racial understanding and justice as part of our |iving out our faith.
A prayer from the Church of Englancl:

Compassionate God,
who sent Jesus Christ
to deliver us from all manner of injustices and inequa|ities,
create in us new hearts and en|argec] visions,
to see the image of God in every person
irrespective of background or race.
May we be generous in our love of others
as we work towards ending misun&erstanding, racism, and injustice;
creating communities of human Hourishing,
tnrougn Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Ho|y Spiri’c,

one GOCJ, now an& a|ways. Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

212 - 2/10 Portland Winter Light Festival

2/3 5:30 pm Soup Supper & Light Festival Stroll, Geneva Hall

2/4 11:30 am Cycle of Unforgiveness Class, Heritage Room

2/4 11:30 am Nurturing Faith at Home Class, Calvin Library

2/4 11:30 am Opening Reception “Intersections” Art Exhibition

2/4 Communion Sunday

2/6 Women's Book Club, Heritage Room

2/11 After Church Update From the Session Retreat

2/14 12:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service

2/18 11:45 am Deacon Meeting, Heritage Room

2/19 President’s Day — Office Closed

2/22 & 2/29 5:30 pm Lenten Soup & Study

2125 11:45 am Naloxone Training, Heritage Room

2125 11:45 am Rembrandt’s “The Return of the Prodigal Son?”
presentation, Calvin Library
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Intersections

Feaiuring Acrtists:

Larry Gross, Sandy Gross & Joel Nickel
February 4 - March 31

Opening Exhibition & Reception
Sunday, February 4
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

Larry Gross holds art and teaching clegrees from Concordia University, Nebraska, and Portland State. His diverse artistic
mediums include colored pencil, acry|ic paint, and wood re|ief5, often incorporaling a "stained g'ass" effect inspired by his
teaching of stained g|ass. Earth and its cosmic position are recurring themes. Sandy Gross, with over 20 years of qui|ting
experience, uses batik and print fabrics to create chnamic patterns, emphasizing craft and vibrant color presentation. Joel
Nicke|, an artist and retired pastor, exp|ore5 geomelric abstraction in graphic designs, gouacl‘ne paintings, cloisonné enamel

penclan’ts, and wall 5cu|p’tures. His work invites viewers to find harmony in shape, co|or, and form.

Together, these artists present the "Intersections” exhibit from Feloruary 4 to March 31, inspirecl by a qui|t design. Exp|oring
how co|0rs, |ines, {:orms, and patterns interre|ale, the exhibit reflects the harmony and p|ay¥u| connections amid con’crasting

ideas and viewpoints in our dai'y encounters with culture, poli’tics, media, and religion.



