
 

 

The prelude is a time of music for quiet reflection to prepare our hearts for worship. 

 
Prelude                    Before Thy Throne I Now Appear, BWV 668[a]                       J.S. Bach 

 
Welcome and Announcements                            
 

Those attending worship are invited to fill out a blue card in the pew to register your attendance or express  
interest in the church’s programs. You may place the cards in the offering plates as you depart at the end of the service.  

Those worshipping online are invited to click the blue tab on the worship page, “Visiting FPC? Let’s Connect!” 
 
*Opening Litany  
 We begin our worship in the name of the One who creates, 
 the One who liberates, and the One who inspires us to be who we were made to be. 

 [sung] Our faith has challenged us to make good trouble, 
 to make good trouble, to make good trouble.  
 Our faith has challenged us to make good trouble, 
 to make this world a better place. 
In every generation around the world, 
there arise powers that seek to destroy, to dominate and oppress for their own gain. 
In every generation the faithful are called to rise up and name this oppression. 
Whether these destructive powers come from unjust laws and policies, 
or from beliefs and cultural practices that harm the soul, 
whether they come from government, society, or from the church itself, 
we are called to make good trouble. 

[sung] Our faith has challenged us to make good trouble, 
to make good trouble, to make good trouble.  
Our faith has challenged us to make good trouble, 
to make this world a better place.                                                              (continued on next page) 

Please remember to silence your cell phone. 

*Please stand as you are able. 
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To be a Holy Disruptor is to take up your cross and follow Jesus. 
To be a disciple is to see Christ in the face of the oppressed and suffering. 
We are called to be sacred interrupters, 
refusing to participate in the Domination Way, 
but instead learning to walk the Good Way. 
One of courage, collaboration, compassion, and integrity. 
Faithfully, we divest our hearts, minds, and actions from the way that harms 
and invest our hearts, minds, and actions 
in the Way that brings life, healing, and wholeness to all living things. 
 [sung] Our faith has challenged us to make good trouble, 
 to make good trouble, to make good trouble.  
 Our faith has challenged us to make good trouble, 
 to make this world a better place.  
Today we walk alongside Dietrich Bonhoeffer,  
who courageously opposed the Nazi regime 
and taught pastors the true cost of discipleship. 
May we learn from him. 
May his discipleship in the name of Jesus inform our own. 
 Amen. 

 
*Hymn #307                                    God of Grace and God of Glory  

 
*Prayer of Confession (Unison)  

It is too easy, God  
for faith to become an escape  
—a way to avoid the pain of being human and alive;   
or a path to success  
—a way to persuade the universe to give us the things we want;  
or a system of control  
—a way to bend others to our will. 
 
But the faith you offer is different, Jesus,  
more dangerous and compelling;  
 
It’s the faith that carries the cross,  
that embraces death and lays itself down for the sake of others;  
 
It’s the only faith that can lead us to resurrection  
to life renewed and overflowing.  
 
We praise you for this faith, God,  
and open our hearts to receive it.  
 

Prayers of confession continue in silence. 



*Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 1996 by Christopher Walker 

 
*Assurance of Pardon                                                                                                                  
 Our God who knows us and calls out to us when we falter or misstep,  
 is the same God who embraces us,  
 reminds us of our belovedness,  
 and forgives us our sins.   
 Hear the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ you are forgiven!  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen.   
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Lord, have mer cy.- Lord, have mer cy.-
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Christ, have mer cy.- Christ, have mer cy.-
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Lord, have mer cy.- Lord, have mer cy.-
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*Response of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text: Michael Perry © 1982 by Hope Publishing Co.   

Tune: THAXTED, 13.13.13.13.13.13; Gustav Holst, 1918  
 

*Sharing the Peace                                                             
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

 And also with you! 
 

Please take a moment to greet those around you with God’s peace.  
 

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                               Linda Grabe 

 
First Scripture Reading                    Mark 1:9-15                                     Pew Bible, NT p. 34 
 The Gospel of the Lord.                                                       
 Praise to you, O Christ.  
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THE WORD 

O God be yond- all prais ing,- we wor ship- you to day-
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and sing the love a maz- ing- that songs can not- re pay;-
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for we can on ly- won der- at ev ’ry- gift you send,
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at bless ings- with out- num ber- and mer cies- with out- end:
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we lift our hearts be fore- you and wait up on- your Word,
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we hon or- and a dore- you, our great and might y- Lord.
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Anthem                                                   You Are Beloved                                         Ana Hernández 
 

You are beloved for God is love, you are beloved of God. 
You are beloved for God is love, for God is love. 

 
Second Scripture Reading              Mark 8:31-36                                    Pew Bible, NT p. 44 
 The Gospel of the Lord.                                                       
 Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
Sermon                                                       “Costly Grace”                                           Rev. Heidi Bolt 
 

*Hymn #223                           When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 
*Affirmation of Faith (The Theological Declaration of Barmen) 

The Christian Church is the congregation of the brethren  
in which Jesus Christ acts presently  
as the Lord in Word and Sacrament through the Holy Spirit.  
As the Church of pardoned sinners,  
it has to testify in the midst of a sinful world,  
with its faith as with its obedience,  
with its message as with its order,  
that it is solely his property,  
and that it lives and wants to live solely from his comfort  
and from his direction in the expectation of his appearance.   
  
We reject the false doctrine,  
as though the church were permitted  
to abandon the form of its message and order to its own pleasure  
or to changes in prevailing ideological and political convictions.  

 
Invitation to Offering 

 
Thank you for your faithful support. To contribute to the life and ministry  

of this congregation, please refer to page 7 of today’s worship bulletin. 

5 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
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Offertory                                           By Gracious Powers                              C. Hubert H. Parry 
 

By gracious powers so wonderfully sheltered, and confidently waiting, come what may, 
we know that God is with us night and morning and never fails to greet us each new day. 

 
Yet is this heart by its old foe tormented, still evil days bring burdens hard to bear; 

O give our frightened souls the sure salvation for which, O Lord, you taught us to prepare. 
 

And when this cup you give is filled to brimming with bitter suffering, hard to understand, 
we take it thankfully and without trembling, out of so good and so beloved a hand. 

 
Yet when again in this same world you give us the joy we had, the brightness of your sun, 

we shall remember all the days we lived through, and our whole life shall then be yours alone. 
 

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1944 (trans. Fred Pratt Green, 1972) 

 
*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Christ, all people here below; 

praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
Text: © 1990 by Neil Weatherhogg   

Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH, LM; Genevan Psalter, 1551 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #432                                   How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord 

THE SENDING 



*Closing Prayer 
O God, early in the morning I cry to you. 
Help me to pray and gather my thoughts to you, I cannot do it alone. 
In me it is dark, but with you there is light;  
I am lonely, but you do not desert me;  
my courage fails me, but with you there is help;  
I am restless, but with you there is peace;  
in me there is bitterness, but with you there is patience; 
I do not understand your ways, but you know the way for me. 
Father in Heaven praise and thanks be to you for the night. Amen. 

 
*Benediction  
 
Postlude                       Scherzo from Sonata in C Major, Op. 2, No. 3          L. van Beethoven 

(Darlene Cusick, piano) 
 

This service is based on  
Holy Disruptors – How Christian Saints, Prophets, and Mystics Led in Times of Difficulty by Pastor Siri Strommen 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706706 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Mission Study Team Survey Sharing Session 
When: Wed, Jul 23, 7:00 pm  |  Where: Zoom (info below) 

 
The Mission Study Team would like to extend a heartfelt thank you for participating in the survey  

and the multiple listening sessions held in May. The first of two sharing sessions is scheduled for this 
week via Zoom. We hope you’ll join us for this exciting and important time of information sharing!  

 
Zoom link: shorturl.at/3zuPa  |  Meeting ID: 834 9645 0988  |  Passcode: 356247 
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We join in holding in prayer: Kathy Callas, Louise Grose,  
Russ Mendenhall, Gordon Priedeman, Phyllis Whittington,  
and others facing illness and loss.  

 
Contributions may be made by: 
 
• Leaving your gifts in the offering      

plates as you depart. 
• Mailing a check to the church office. 
• Scanning the QR code on the right. 
• Visiting www.firstpresportland.org. 

Today’s sanctuary flowers are given by John & Grace Babatunde  
in honor of their 47th wedding anniversary. 



Love God. Love Our Neighbors. 

 
Vision Statement 

 

 

We commit to be a church that is: 
 
  Engaged: A forward-thinking and involved congregation committed to each other and the wider  
  community. 
 
  Inclusive: A faith community that affirms and welcomes all people. 
 
  Compassionate: A congregation that follows in Christ’s way, advancing the well-being and dignity of    
  all people, working for a just and equitable society, and caring for all creation. 
 
  Faithful: Living our faith authentically with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love while  
  expanding the  circle where God’s love is known. 

@FirstPresPortland @FirstPresPortland 
                                  Office Hours 

Tuesday - Friday | 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Principal Church Staff: 
Rev. Heidi Bolt, Interim Pastor                                                                               hbolt@firstpresportland.org 
Rev. Brenna Dykman, Associate Pastor                                          bdykman@firstpresportland.org    
Rev. Aaron Morris, Parish Associate                                                                amorris@firstpresportland.org 
Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministries                   ghomza@firstpresportland.org  
Marc Lavender, Church Business Administrator                                                 cba@firstpresportland.org 
 
 

Support Staff: 
Alexis Crawford, Communications Coordinator                        communications@firstpresportland.org 
Deb Davis, Bookkeeper                                                                                                   ap@firstpresportland.org 
Bill Edwards, Sexton, Events & Wedding Coordinator                                events@firstpresportland.org 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

1200 SW Alder Street, Portland, OR 97205 
www.firstpresportland.org 

(503) 228-7331 
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